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ABSTRACT 

Designed as a survey of 128 Nebraska public schools 
vocatitHial agriculture, the primary purpose of this study 
was tc retain opinions of school administrators regarding selected 
aspects of the vocational agriculture program.« A seccodary purpose of 
the study was to present these opinions in a form useful to state and 
local supervisors of vocational agriculture prograss, teacher 
educators, teachers, advisory councils and local beards of education 
and school administrators. Among the findings of the study are: (1) 
tore th^ 90 percent of the administrators indicated preparing youth 
for agricultural occupations was a major purpjose cf vocational 
agriculture, (2) 86 percent of the superintendents in Class A schools 
indicated girls should be snrolied in vocational agriculture, and (3) 
About 78 percent indicated a need for a citizen advisory coewnittee to 
help plan the local program of vocational agriculture. A major 
inclusion of the study is that school admin istrators should be 
involved ^ in planning new programs and receive considerable 
instruction in the nature and administration of vocational 
agriculture programs. (AuthbryJS) 



O 

ERIC 



H 



miM5Q £0 063481 



• * ecMwnmiTOPNCMm. 
nwunwM « «nr«Nt 
omoi or toMoirNM 

TWS OOCUMCNT MIS Kt1« l*tm> 

oucto Guicnv AS Kcttvto now 
»>*» rewsow ow OMo«itiz«txM o<w^ 

«*T»WS !T POINTS OP WN ON 0PM» 
IONS sra ntp oo NOT iwarss«miT 

"PPNSStNT OmcMl OPPKI OP (OO 
UnoN POSITION OR POUCT 



OPIHIONS OF SCHOOL AMINISTRATORS 
CORCBRHING SBI2CSD ASFBCTS OF THE PROGRAM OP 
▼OCAtlOKAL AGRICULTORB IR NEBRASKA 



by 

larry L» Yitema 



A THESIS 

Presented to the Fscul'^ of 
the eradiate OoUeKe in the OiiYeraity of Nebraska 
in Rfftial Fiilf illaent of Reqai r e ae nts 
for the Degree of Hater of Science 
Depertaent of Agricultural Education 



Older the Superrision of Dr# Roland L. Peterson 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
August, 1971 





ACRNOVIEOCXXBfnS 



I wish to talte this opportunity to show ny gratitude 
for the assistance and guidance reeeiwed froa those who 
played an iaportant part in the coapletion of this study. 

A special thank you to Qr. Roland L. Peterson of the 
Agricultural Education Deparhient. Qhiwersity of Nehraskat 
Lincoln* PRsbraska for his patience and many hours of ass is* 
tance and guidance dewoted to aaJting this study a reality. 
His ewident enthusiasa for and demotion to the field of 
education hawe been most inspirational. 

Vie adwice and assistance giwen by £r. tiarn T. 
Bomer and others of the Agricultural Education Oepartaent, 
(kii ity of HebTaska* was aost helpful and deeply appreci^ 
ated. 

My sincere thanks is given to Nebraska high school 
ateinistrators who participated in the study. I would also 
Ixke to individually thank Kr. Dennis Nbsal* Superintendent 
of the Norris High School, Firth, Nebraska for his valuable 
suggestions used in preparing the questionnaire. 

Finally, I would like to exja^ss ay aost sincere 
thanks to ay wife, Marlene, for her aemy hours of assistance 
and to both ay wife and son, Jbel, for their patience, love, 
and understanding without which this study would not have 
been completed. 



TABLE OP CONTENTS 



CHAP'ffiR PA(ffi 

I. INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY 1 

PURPOSE OP THE STUDY 1 

limitations c? the study 

DEFINITIONS OP 'ERNS 5 

School Ada inis tra tors 
Vbca.ional Education. . . 

Vocational Agriculture. . 



Supervised ^perience Prograns in 

Agriculture 

Qff-’fara Agricultural Occupations 
^ture Fkraers of Anerica .... 



REVIEW OP HE LITERATURE , , 7 

CONCLUSIONS DRAWN PROM THE LITERATURE 15 

II. BBS DESIGN OP THE STUDY 16 

THE SEIECTION OF THE SAMPIE 16 

THE PREPARATION OP THE INSTRUMENT 1? 

BE COUECTION OF DATA 19 

III. PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OP THE DATA 21 

CHARACTERISTICS OP THE POPOIATXON SAMPIE .... 21 

PRESENTATION OF THE DATA 27 

Major Purposes of Vocational Agriculture. , . 27 

Qroups Itiich Should Be Enrolled 30 

Need for Citizen Advisory Coaaittee 

Vocational Agriculture (kaduates liio 
Should Enter Fuming and Off-FAra 

Agricultural. Occupations 36 

Hiases of Vocational Agriculture That 

Used More ^i^lasis 39 

Occupational Preparation for Youth 

Entering Farming A6 




3 



Os OsSjy 



iv 



CKAP*mR 



PA(£ 



Occupational Preparation for Youth 
Entering Off-Pan Agricultural 

Occapationa 50 

Occupational Preparation for Youth 
Entering Nbn-A^icultural Occupations • • • 52 

On^Fan and On-the^jbh mstruetion 52 

Future Pamera of nerica (FFA) 57 

Charac ter ia tics of TOcational 

Agriculture Studenta 66 

personal Qualitiea of laachera of 

vocational Agriculture 68 



Subject Matter Areas and professional 
Teaching Ooapetenciea itiich Sees to 
be madequate in the Qualifications 
of Teachers of vocational Agriculture ... 71 

leaching Courses Other Than Agriculture 
and ^rfoning Curricular Duties. . . 75 

workload of teachers of voea-wlonal 

Agriculture 77 

Seasier R ’ograas and fiitended Contracts 

of vocational Agriculture Inatructors ... 80 

justification cf the Expense of the 
vocational Agriculture Prograa to 
the texpayer and S up por t of Vocational 
Agriculture without the Help of State 



or Federal Funds 90 

Obtaining Satisfactory Financial 

Arrangements 92 

Itess of Expense Which Should be 
Reimbursable to Teachers of 

vocational Agriculture 96 

Financing Cost of Seelies for Instruction 

in Agricultural Mechanics 99 

Factors Dateraining BsploTSent of 

Additional Teachers 101 

Types of Classes Which Should be Offered. . . I 06 
Subject Matter Around Which Adult Classes 

Should be Centered* Ill 

Extra Efeq>loyBent of )jOcational Agriculture 

Instructors Ill 

leaching ^>ecialist or Agricultural 

Specialist. U 5 

Per Cent of Adainistrators Who Fawor 
^h>^tional Agriculture in the 
Secondary School 117 



o 

ERIC 



4 



LIST OP TABI4SS 



TAB1£ 



PAGE 



I. lAatber of School AdMihistratoro in th« 

Sto^ Accortlins to the Eftrollaont of 

Boys in the High School 22 

II. Nbahcr of Day School Students Enrolled 
in locational Agrieoltare Ooiirses in 
Each Class catsgoiy 23 

III. Itahor of Adult Students Enrolled in 

iPOeational Agriculture courses in Bach 

Class Category 25 

IT. Htaaber of Courses in Vocational Bdifcati^ 

taken by High School Ateinistrators 26 

T. the Hsjor Purposes of Vocational Agriculture 
in the School COrrieuluai as Indicated by the 
per can't of Ri^ School Adainistrators 28 

Tl. C^ups iBiieh Should be Enrolled in Vocational 
Agriculture as Indicated by Per Cent of Hi^ 

School 31 

VII, per Can't of School Ada inis tutors Ifio 

Felt There is a Need for a Citisen Advisory 
CosBittee to Help Plan the Local Prograa of 
Vocational Agriculture 35 



Till, per Cent of Vocational Agriculture Students 

lAio Should Enter Faming Following (^aduation 
as Indicated by Hi^ School Adainistrators . . . 37 

IX. Bsr Cent of Vocational Agriculture Students 
liio Should Enter (tff-7ara Agricultur- 1 
OccupatlOTB Following Graduation as indicated 
by High School Adainistrators 

X. Phases of the Vocational Agriculture Progrsai 
lhat Need Greater Eiphasis as Ranked by 
School Superi..tendents in Various Sizes 
of High Schools ^2 

XI. Phases of the Vocational Agriculture Prograa 
3iat Need Greater Eiplieosis as Ranked by 
School Principals in Various Sizes of High 
Schools ^5 




6 



vii 



7ABIZ 



PAGE 



XII* Per Cent of High School Adninis trators iifio 
Indicated ?ocational Agriculture Proeides 
the Necessary Occupational Preparation for 
fbuth Entering 



XIII. 



XIY. 



per Cent of Hi^ School Adainistrators itio 
indicated Vocational Agriculture Provides 
the Necessary Occupational Reparation for 
fOuth altering Off-Phra Agricultural 
Occupations ,.*.•••••••••••••• 

per Cent of High School Adainistrators ifio 
indicated vocational Agriculture Proeid^ 
the necessary Occupati«ial preparation for 
youth Enter ii^ non- Agricultural Occupations . • 



XV. ^r Cent of Hi^ School Ada inis traton 

indicated lOachers of Vocational Agriculture 
Should PoUoe S yste a a tic Schedules of 
Para and On-the-JOh instruction with All 
of the Day*»School Students Enrolled in 
vocational Agriculture 



XVI. 



:er Cent of High School Adaii.AStratoM Ifio 
[hdicated Teachers of Vocational Agriculture 
Should conduct Progieas of Oi-Psra ms^c- 
tlan for hfeBOeTS of Adult Agriculture Classes 



XVII. Place of the Future FOraers of Aaerica (FPA) 
in Relation to the Prograa of Vocational 
Agriculture ss indicated hy Per Cent^of High 
School AdainistratoTS According to Site of 
School 



51 






5 ^ 

56 



58 



XVIII. 



Priaary Functiwis of the Future Faiaers of 
America (?PA) as indicated hy Per Oent of 
High School 



XIX. 



per cent of Ki^ School Adainistratcrs llio 
indicated the Actiwities of the Future 
parsers of Aserica (FPA) Created ttmewss^ 
Segregation Between Students of Vo ^ti onal 
Agriculture and Other High School Students. . . 



jjt per Gent of High School Acteinistrators Wio 
Indicated the Activities of the Future 
parsers of iserica (FPA) Tended to Broaote 
vocational Agriculture Vithout Regard to 
the Total School p ro g r a a 



60 



63 



65 



viii 



TASLE page 

XJCI. Characteristics of Vocational Agriculture 
Students as Indicated by per Cent of High 
School Ada inistra tors 6? 

XXII* personal Qualities of IDsachers of Vocational 
Agriculture Miich Need to be Itaproyed as 
Indicated by Per Cent of High School 
Ada inis tra tors 69 



XXIII. Subject Hatter Areas and Professional Teaching 
Coapetencies Itiich Seem to be inadequate in the 
Qualifications of Vocational Agriculture leach- 
ers as indicated by High School Adainistrators. 72 



XXrv. p»r Cent of High School Adainistrators Who 
Indicated the fistruetor of vocational 
Agriculture Should be Hied to leach Courses 
Other Than Agriculture /6 

XXV. Per cent of High School Adainistrators liio 
indicated the instructor of Vocational 
Agriculture Should be used to Perfora Extra- 
curricular X3uties 78 

XXVI. Psr Cent of Hi^ School Adainistrators Nho 
indicated an (pinion Regarding the Relative 
Wirkload of Teachers of Vocational 
Agriculture 79 



XXVII. Factors iftiich Should be Considered Most 
mportant in Calculating Nbrkload for a 
Voc:itional Agriculture leacher as Ranked 
by School Superintendents in Variois Size 
High Schools 81 

XXVIII. Factors iMhich Should be Considered Host 
Important in Calculating ?!brkload for a 
Vocational Agriculture Teacher as Ranked 
by School Principals in ^^ious Size 



Schools 

XXIX. Per Cent of High School Adainistrators Mho 
Indicated Scooier irogrsons of Vocational 
Agriculture Justify Hiring %achers on a 
TUelve Months ^ployaent Easis 87 

XXX. lype of Contract Teachers of Vocational 
Agriculture Should Have as Indicated by 
Per Cent of Hi^ School Adainistrators 89 




s 



ix 



TA3I£ 

XXXI. 



XXXII, 



XXXIII. 



XXXIV. 



XXXV, 



XXXVI. 



XXXVII. 



XXXVIII. 



XXXIX. 



Per Cent of High School Administrators Who 
Indicated Expenses of Vocational Agricul^ 
ture in Iheir School Can be Justified to 
the Ibxpayer 

Per Cent of High School Administrators Who 
Indicated Iheir School District Would Con- 
tinue to SuMort Vocational Agriculture if 
Federal and/or State Funds Were no Longer 
Available 

Procedure Teachers of Vocational Agriculture 
Should Follow in Obtaining Satisfactory 
Financial Arrangements for the Operation 
of Their Department as indicated by High 
School Administrators 

Items of Expense Which Should be Reimbursable 
to Teachers of Vocational Agriculture Incurred 
While on Official Duty as Indicated by High 
School Administrators 

Method of Financing Cost of Supplies for 
Listruction in Agricultural Mechanics as 
Indicated by Per Cent of High School 
Administrators 

Factors Which Should be Considered Most 
Important in Determining When Additional 
Teachers of Vocational Agriculture Should 
be Employed as Hanked by School Superin- 
tendents in Various Sizes of High Schools . . . 

Factors Which Should be Considered Most 
Important in Determining When Additional 
Teachers of Vocational Agriculture Should 
be Employed as Ranked by School Principals 
in Various Sizes of High Schools 

lype of Classes Which Should be Offered for 
Day-School Students Enrolled in Vocational 
Agriculture as indicated by High School 
Administrators 

Ihe Subject Matter Around Which Adult 
Classes in Vocational Agriculture Should 
be Centered as Indicated by Per Cent of 
High School Administrators • • 



PAGE 



91 



93 



94 



97 



100 



102 



104 



107 



112 



X 



•'./a-*"' 



page 

XXXX . Per Cent of High School Adm inis "tra tors Who 
Indicated the Full-Time Teacher of Voca- 
tional Agriculture Should be Allowed to 
Carry on a Private Farming Enterprise or 
Other Extra Employment 

XXXXl* Per Cent of High School Administrators Who 
Indicated a Vocational Agriculture Instruc- 
tor Should, be More of a Teaching Specialist 
®ian an A^icultural Specialist ii6 

XXXXII. Per Cent of High School Administrators Who 
Indicated They Favor a Vocational Agricul- 
ture Program in the ^Secondary School 118 



o 

ERIC 



10 



Chapter J 



INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY 
I. PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 

Ohe Vocational Education Act of I963 and the Voca- 
tional Education Amendments of I968 have chaXIenAed voca- 
tional education to do a better job of meeting the needs of 
people. Peterson indicated the impact of the Vocational 
Education Act of I963 was to expand the clientele to be 
served by programs of vocational agriculture.^ Hamlin stated 
that Congress I through the act* expected services to be made 
available to occupational groups that were unserved before.^ 
Ihe Vocational Education Amendments of I968 are the most 
recent legislation covering vocational education. Coster 
suggested that this act represents a demand on the part of 
society that each individual be provided with the skills and 

^Roland L. Peterson, •‘Indications of Agricultural 
Knowledge and Skills Areas Needed by a Sample of Mbrkers 
in Tmo Metropolitan Nebraska Counties'* (unpublished 
Master's thesis, university of Nebraska, iSncoln, Nebraska, 
p« 1 . 

2 

H. M. Hamlin, "Ohe Meaning for Agricultural 
Education, " ^e Agricultural Education M^azine . 38 18, 

JUXy I 19 o 5 « — — 
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knowledge which will enable hia to perform as a productive 
neaber of the Aaerican society*^ 

reviewing the response of vocational education 
in agriculture to this new legislation* Smith stated thatt 

Our profession is again in the midst of 
adjusting to new legislation • • • • Other 
developments In Whshin^on are also having 
their impact on agricultural education pro* 
grams in the states and ultimately on voca* 
tional agriculture prograas in local schools. 

Vocational agriculture is again "(at the 
crossroads.” fhere has been no aore appro* 
priate or urgent time for each of us to 
evaluate carefully what we are doing* 
re-evaluate what we have done* and very 
carefully analyse and prepare plans for 
the future.^ 

m planning for the future* it is important that 
the opinions of those highly responsible for program 
change be given careful consideration* Siausons* indicated 
the responsibility of instructional leaidership is upon the 
shoulders of the principal*^ Tompkins and Trump labeled 
the role of the principal as the manager of eduoational 
change and indicated he is responsible for determining 
programs and procedures!; enlisting assistance from teachers* 



3 John Coster* "Researoh Strategies for the Seven- 
ties” (a paper presented at the 1969 Central Ctates Research 
Conference in Aiprioultural Education* University of Illinois* 
Urbana* Illinois* JUly« 1969)* p« 6* 

^William G* smith* **What Direction for Agricultural 
Education?*** ^ Agricultural Education Magaalne . 42il35» 
December* 19697* 

^Bart S* Simmons* "Successful Innovation through 
Effective Eduoational leadership* ” Journal of Secondary 
Education* 46 ill?* March* 1971* 
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resolving sta^f resistance to change* identifying staff 
aeabers as effective change agents and working with then 
to Uplesent change* They silso suggested that thsse 
responsibilities are shared with the superintendent* the 
board of education and others in the coaaunity*^ 

Splawn reported the role of superintendent includes 
serving as chief executive officer of the board of educa- 
tioni noninating esployeesi reconsending unsuitable eaploy- 
ees for discharge i overseeing the operation and naintenance 
of the school plant i preparing and administering the school 
budget I supervising of all employees i maintaining* super* 
vising* and improving all curricular and co*curricular 
programs I and keeping the board of education informed*^ 
These statements suggest that administrative 
approval and sanction is necessary before a new idea or 
program may be implemented* Evidence seems to further 
indicate that the opinions of administrators have a pro- 
found influence on teachers and boards of education* 



^Ellsworth ItampkiM and Lloyd J. TTump* The 

and the Challenge of 
f)eparinent 
of Education* 




1968)* pp* 142 - 143 * 



^Robert E* Splawn* "Boards of Education Bfiembers* 
Perceptions of the Role of the Board and the Role of the 
Superintendent and the High School Principal*" Studies 
in Education (Annual Publication of School of Teacher 
SSucation* Vol* VIII* West Texas State Uiiversity* Canyon* 
Texas* May* 1969)1 P« 15 * 







Thus* the opinions of school adsinlstrators appear to be 
an iaportant aspect in prograa deveXopaent* iaprovsaent* 
and application* 

A lack of available evidence in Nebraska to fora- 
ulate decisions based on the opinions of school adBinls- 
trators* regarding programs in agricultural education at 
the high school level* prompted the investigator to pro- 
pose a study which was designed toi 

(1) Obtain the opinions of hi^ school adainis- 

trators regarding selected aspects of the 

prograa of vocational agriculture in Nebraska* 

(2) Present those opinions in a form useful tos 

(a) State and local supervisors of vocational 
agriculture programs* 

(b) Teacher-educators in colleges and/or 
universities* 

(c) Teachers of vocational agriculture* 

(d) local and state advisory councils* 

(e) Local boards of education and school 
administrators • 

II. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

This study was limited to superintendents and 
principals in the 124 Nebraska public schools which 
offered vocational agriculture as a part of their cur- 
riculum during the 1970-1971 school year* 3h nine cases* 
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schools did not have a prineipaX» consod'^oh'tXy* a queetion*» 
nalre »;as sent onXy to the suporlntendont. m the echooX 
systeae of Qaaha and LlneoXn* a ^ueatlonnalro was sent to 
the superintendent of the entire aystea and another question- 
naire was sent to the prineipaX in each school (in the 
aystea) which offered vocational apiculture eouraea* 

Thus, questionnaires were sent to 115 principals 
and 121 superintendents in 12h Nebraska public schools 
which offered vocational asrieulture in grades nine* ten* 
eleven* and/or twelve. 

HI. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS 

For purposes of clarification* soae iaportant 
terms are defined since variation in their use exists 
in the literature. 

High School Adninlstratore . The tern high school 
administrators is used synonymously in this study as high 
school superintendents ano principals. 

Vocational Education . The tern vocational edu- 
cation refers toi 

... vocational or technical training 
or retraining which is given in schools or 
classes (including field or laboratory work 
incidental thereto) under public supervision 
and control or under contract with a state 
board or loesd educational agency* and is 
conducted as part of a propan designed to 
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fit IndivlduaXe for gainful eaploysont as 
80Bi«8kllled or akillod workers orateeho 
nleiana in recognised occupations**’ 

Vocational Agriculture * Dis torn vocational agri* 
culture in this study is considered as any high school 
(grades 9 > lO* 11 * or 12 ) agriculture prograa conducted for 
youth or adults which has been approved for reiaburseaent 
through state and federal funds by the Nebraska State 
Departnent of Vocational Education* 

Supervised Experience Prograas in Agriculture * The 
tera supervised experience programs in agriculture consists 
of i 

* * * all the practical agricultural activ* 
ities of educational value conducted by pupils 
outside of class for which systeaatic instrue* 
tion and supervision are provided by their 
teacher* parents* employers* or others*^ 

Off "farm Agricultural Occupations . The term off- 
fans agricultural occupations refers to those occupations 
which require competency in the areas of aniaal* plant or 
soil science* agricultural mechanics* or agricultural 
marketing and management* These occupations involve the 
processing and distribution of agricultural products or 
they provide services to agriculture or agricultural 
workers * 



%iloyd J* Phipps* ** 1 he Vocational Education Act 
of 1963 * *• Handbook on Agricultural Bducat^n in Public 
Schools * (Appendix* *lSanvilie* illinoisi The Interstate * 
1965). p. 756. 

9 lbi 4 ., p. 752. 
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Future Farnera of Aaerica . The tern Future Farners 
of Anerica* or PFA* as It is eoamonXy knowif is ttte national 
organisation for students studying vocational agriculture In 
public secondary schools under the provisions of the National 
Vocational Education Act.^® 



IV. REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 

Jackson listed the ultiaate aim of every school admin- 
istrator Is to provide a program that meets the needs of every 
student and enables every student to contribute to the society 
In which he lives Meeting students' educational needs and 
enabling them to contribute to society provides a broad basis 
for administrative evaluation of vocational education in agri- 
culture. 



Tn his study of school administrators’ opinions* Wsbb 
stated that I 

In the last analysis school administrators are 
the persons responsible for the existence of vocational 
agriculture. Consequently their opinions contribute 
much toward the degree of acceptance of vocational 
agriculture and the way the program is conducted. 



Official Myiual for Future Faraere of America , (a 
manual prepared by the Future Farmers of America or^nlzat ion* 
Future Farmers Supply Service* P.o. Box 15159» Alexandria* 
Virginia* January* 1971)* p* 5* 

0. Jackson* "Vocational Education in a Small High 
School* " The Bulletin of the National Association of Secon- 
dary School R»incipals7 49t59. Mav. l905. 

^^Earl S. Webb* "Opinions of School Administrators 
Concerning Selected Aspects of the Program of Vocational 
Agriculture in Missouri" (a compendium of an unpublished 
Doctoral dissertation* university of Missouri* Columbia* 
Missouri* 1959)1 P* 3* 
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Unruh and Turner deter* ined that iaprovement of 
inatruetlon la one of the major reaponalhlUtlea of aohool 
adalniatratora • 

Shlth conducted a atudy in 1968 to detemine why 
aoae aehool dlatrlcta in the atate of Wuhlnston do not 
offer vocational a 4 priculture. jn hie reportf he atat^d 
that I 



Vocational asriouXture ia preaently coapetina 
with other prograna of education for the tiae« 
apaoe and faoilitiea of eecondary aehool ayateaa* 

If vocational ai^ieulture ia to continue to con* 
tribute to the eduoational needa of the atudenta 
and at the aaae tine rtaain true to the original 
objfotivea aet up by the Vocational Bdueation 
Acta which initiated the prograst atudiea auoh 
aa thia auat be made periodically and cover the 
atate ooapletely in order that we keep in touch 
with the ohanaea of attitudea that occur anong.^^ 
thoae reaponalble for maintaining our aohoola.'*’^ 

Clouse* in an editorial* outlined itema which needed 
inmediate attention if vocational agriculture was to progress* 
He suggested thatt 

First* the iaage of agricultural education 
that undergirda vocational agriculture is all 
inportant* As others see ua so ia our image* 

It has improved* It must continue to improve* 

Quality of both program and product are funda* 
mental to this improvement* 

Second* quality teaching personnel is crucial* 

Teachers of distinction must be trained* placed* 



^^Adolph Uhruh and Harold B* Turner* Superviaion 
for Change and innovation (Boston* Massachusetts • Jtoughton 
HITfiin Company, wTT)* p. 140* 

^^Qyle smith* **A Study to Determine Why Some School 
Pistricta in Washington State Do Not Offer Voeational Agri- 
culture in iheir High School's Course of Study** (unpublished 
Master's thesis* Washington State University* Pullman* Wash- 
ington, 1966 )* p* 40* 
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and retained* diphaaia auat continue to be 
placed upon the ability of the achooX faculty 
to aet the ata^ for enthuaiaatic and affective 
learning* 

third* our outreach to thoae young people 
who should prepare thaaaelvea for work in agri- 
culture is of prise iaportanee* Adequate 
individual and group guidance suat be espha- 
aiaed* Me sust intensify our efforts to reach 
qualified students who will respond to the 
challenge of a aodem progras of vocational 
agriculture * 

Fourth* we oust continue to update our 
present programs and develop new programs of 
vocation^ agriculture* Ihe reshuffling of 
courses with no updating of content or method 
is not enough* Fra^atlc innovation for effec- 
tive learning is our goal* Me dare not be 
satisfied with anything less* 

Finally* by the very nature of the program 
our orientation is toward the future* As 
teachers* we most be sensitive to the evolving 
themes of both agriculture and education and 
to the growing dema^s placed on the educated 
young man or woman* 



It is apparent that many programs do need change 
and updating for improvement to take place* Evidence from 
the literature clearly indicates that programs of vocational 
agriculture must continually be revised and updated* How- 
ever * what guidelines are being followed in making ohanges? 
Who should influence program revision? fiseman indicated 
those who administer the program* those who conduct instruc- 
tion* and those who receive instruction should have some 
definite opinions concerning the role of vocational agri- 
culture*^^ 



James P. Clouse* "Look to the Future." the Aari- 
cultural Education Masai ins * 4li260* April* 19b8* 



^^Carl E* Bseaan* 
Indication of Our Role*" 
40i232, April* 1968. 



"Perceptions of Others — An 
the Agricultural Education jJiggiioi* 
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Atherton revealed that healthy lurograas of education 
In vocational agrieulturt consider the attitudes and needs 
of those served and of those eho are instronentaX in provid* 
ins for their ongoing* 

Strain listed the aost prevalent opinione expressed 
hy superintendents ehieh pertained to vocational agriculture 
progran iaprovenent in Nshraslca were thatt 

The vocational agriculture instructors feel 
that they are a separate and soaevhat different 
group than the reat of the faculty i Cooperation 
needs to be inproved between the vocational 
agriculture instructors and the rest of the 
teachers I ihe vocational agriculture instructors 
should consider their prograns as a part of the 
whole school* and they should eaphasise the 
inportance of basic educational prineiples as 
well as the iaportanee of voeational agriculture* 

m Minnesota* Peterson surveyed school superintend- 
ents to detemine their attitudes toward voeational agri- 
culture* Ihe aajerity of the questions asked were in 
relation to the suMier prograa* mis was eoapared with a 
survey in 1952 which asked the sane questions as the 1968 
survey* Peterson found that a saaller percentage of super- 
intendents in 1968 were favorable toward twelve months 
eaployaent of vocational agriculture instructors than were 
those superintendents surveyed in 1952* Only 25 per cent 



C« Atherton* *Oo Me Hear that the Public Has 

^ Bducation ||yui0£* ^1«299* 

June* 1969* 

^^Glen Howard Strain* **An Analysis of the Attitudes 
of Nebraska School Administrators ibwards vocational Agri- 
culture Frograas* (unpublished Master's thesis* university 
of Nebraska* Lincoln* Nebraska* July* 19^)* p* 51* 
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in 1952 and 23 per cent in 1968 indicated they felt the 
vocational agriculture Instructor worked as hard during 
the sunmer as during the school year*^^ 

Scarborough! in an editorial* wrote thati 

• • • we Bust learn better how to work with 
school adninistrators and other co-workers in 
areas of vocational education for a total pro- 
gran* Maybe the term **a complete program" should 
be applied to all vocational education* an import- 
ant part of which would be vocational apiculture 
for interested boys* girls* and adults 

Dodson indicated that the offerings of most high 
schools are dominated by the needs of college bound youth 
and that if this imbalance is to be improved* the general 
image of vocational education must be improved* Respond- 
ents in Dodson's study felt that this image within any 
individual high school could be changed by the principal's 
leadership and attitude in his insistence that vocational 
education develop a rightful place in the complete organ- 
ization of the school* 



^^Milo J* Peterson* "Administrative Attitudes 
Toward Vocational Agrioulture * ** Ohe visitor . (Department 
of Agricultural Education* Uhiversitv of Minnesota* St* 
Paul* Minnesota* April* 1970)* 57 <1-^* 

^®Cayce Scarborough* "Vfhither Agricultural Educa- 
tion?"* The yUnrlcultural Education Magazine* 40i4i July* 

1967. 



^^Edwln S. Dodson* Vocational Education yid the 
Comprehensive High School — A Cnalienge to Aamlnlstrators 
(Reno* Nevada I Nevada OooupatTonal Resear^ Coordinating 

Uhit* 1968)* pp* 1-8* 
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In a study conducted by Phillips, administrators 
indicated vocational courses should offer benefits to the 
academically gifted as well as furnish activities for slow 
learners. Administrators also felt vocational education 
should be general in nature rather than specific occupational 
training, 22 the other hand, Divita’s findings indicated 
that present programs of vocational education were not felt 
to be diverse and/or extensive enough to adequately serve 
the needs of high school students in preparing for today's 
world of work,^^ 

m his study, Akers stated that opinions or views 
held by administrators are important factors in determining 
organization ^d function of the school's curriculum. 



^Milton W. Phillips, "Vocational Education in Ten- 
nessee High Schools I An Analysis of Administrator Attitudes 
and Curricular Patterns , " Review and Synthesis of Research 
^ the Administration of Vocational and TechnicaT Education 
(iaited by Ralph C. VVenrich, ERIC Clearinghouse on Vocational 
and Technical Education, The Ohio State University, I900 
Kenny Road, Columbus, Ohio, Bterch, 1970), p, 41, 

^^Charles Divita, Jr. , "Attitudes Toward Vocational 
Education in the Secondary Schools of West Virginia. Part 
It School Administrators and Boards of Education Members," 
Review and Synthesis of Research on the Administration of 
Vocational and Technical Educa^on "(edited bv Ralph C. 

Wenrich, ERIC Clearinghouse on Vocational and Tschnical 
Education, Hie Ohio State university, I900 Kenny Road, 
Columbus, Ohio, March, 1970), p. 12. 

0/1 

^^John Garland Akers, "Administrators' Opinions 
Regarding Selected Policies for Vocational Agriculture" 
(unpublished Master's thesis, Kansas State University, 
Msinhatten, Kansas, I963), p. 1, 



o 

ERIC 



13 



Amberson found that administrative attitude greatly influenced 
the quality of vocational prograns*^^ Hemphill * Richards » 
and Peterson stated that the principal is one of the most 
inTluential persons in determining the quality of education 
provided by a school* Williams indicated school adminis- 
trators provide the leadership required to make the school 
responsive to the changing world outside of school. In a 
Kentucky study* McDowell assessed the attitudes of teachers* 
administrators* employers and teacher educators. He then 
used these attitudes as a basis for formulating guidelines 
for comprehensive sirea vocational schools to meet the needs 
of students in Kentucky. 



^^Max L. Amberson* "A Study of the Variables and 
Situational Factors Associated with High School Vocational 
Education Programs * •• Review and Synthesis of Research in 
Agricultural Education (edited by Earl T. Carpenter anST 
John H* Rodgers* ERIC Clearinghouse on Vocational and Tech- 
nical Education* •She Ohio State University* 1900 Kenny Road* 
Columbus* Ohio* Second Edition* June* 1970)* p. 29« 

^^John K. Hemphill* James M. Richards* and Richard 
E. Peterson* Report of the Senior High-School Principalehip 
(N. W. Washington* O. C. i The Nfttionai Association of 
Secondary School Principals* 1965)* p. 3. 

Stanley W. Williams* Educational Adm in is t2*at ion 
in Secondary Schools (Boston* Massachusetts! Houston 
Mifflin Company * I97 0 ) * p. 140. 

L. C. McDowell* "Vocational Education and Chang- 
ing Needs* A Proposed Comprehensive Area Vocational School 
to Meet Changing Needs in Kentucky. * Review and Synthesis 
of Research on the inis trat ion of Vocational and Tec^ 
riTcal Education Yedited by Ralph C. Wenrich* ERIC Clear ing- 
house on Vocational and Technical Education* The Ohio State 
university* I900 Kenny Road* Columbus* Ohio* Rarcht 1970)* 
p. 17. 
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In a study of financing vocational education* Wenrich 
and Van stated a majority of administrators felt that 
vocational programs would be continued if salary reimburse- 
ment were eliminated. 

Drake suggested that this is a time when education 
is being checked for its relevancy* viability* and general 
worth at all levels and in all degrees of specificity.^^ 

In a presentation* Venn stated thatt 

VHb could continue to plan* evaluate* and budget 
as we are doing now or as we have done in the past. 

sweeping reforms are being demanded. Not because 
the planning done in the past was wrong or because 
the programs were ineffective* but because the con- 
cepts are now incompatible with the mounting social* 
moral* and economic issues on the American scene. 

As Hutchinson indicated* planning well today is 
necessary if we expect to focus in on the 1980's* the 
1990 *s and even the year 2000 .^^ 



^^Ralph C. Wenrich and Robert S. Van Dyke* **A Follow- 
up Study of the Attitudes of Local Administrators Regarding 
the Finamoing of Vocational Education in Michigan* yview 
^d Synthesis of Reseeurch in Agricultural Education (edited 
by Earl T. Ceurpenter and JoKh H. Rodgers* ERIC Clearinghouse 
on Vocational Technical Education* The Ohio State Ikiivers- 
ity* 1900 Kenny Road* Columbus* Ohio* Second Edition* June* 

1970)* p. 29. 

^^William E. Drake, "Evaluate What?"* ^me Agricultural 
Education Magazine . 42i299» June* 1970. 

^^Orant Venn* "Vocational Education 1 From a World 
of Stability to a world of Change* " What*s Ahead for Voca- 
tional Education (Washington* D. C. t Selected Presenxations 
from the National Conference on Program Planning and Evalua- 
tion* March* I968)* p. 1. 

James H. Hutchinson* "Pardon 1 Your Image is Show- 
ing." The Agricultural Education Meigazine* 40i227* April* 

1968. 
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V. CONCLUSIONS DRAWN FROM THE LITERATURE 

A review of the literature revealed that opinions 
of school administrators have been highly valued because the 
administrator is the person largely responsible for program 
quality and for creating a situation in which new programs 
may be developed that will benefit students* 

A number of research studies and articles from the 
periodical literature are presented as evidence of the stra- 
tegic position of the school administrator in the decision 
making and program planning process* Ohe literature reviewed 
also emphasized the need for continual planning and revision 
of vocational programs* particularly those in vocational 
agricultural education* 

m summary* the literature seemed to support the 
fact that school administrators in Nebraska high schools 
have a key role in initiating and maintaining vocational 
agriculture programs* A review of the literature also 
revealed a lack of studies available to Nebraska educators 
which focus on the opinions of school administrators con- 
cerning programs of vocational agriculture* 
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Chapter II 



THE DESIGN OF THE STUDY 

The study was designed as a survey of opinions of 
Nebraska high school superintendents and principals regard- 
ing aspects of the progran of vocational agriculture in 
Nebraska. The selection of the sample • the preparation 
of the data collecting instrument* and the collection of 
data are described in this chapter. 

I. THE SEIECTION OP THE SAMPIE 

The study was restricted to superintendents and 
principals employed in Nebraska secondary schools ediich 
had a progran of vocational agriculture as part of their 
school's curriculum during the 1970*1971 school year. Due 
to the extreme differences in school sise and the relatively 
small number of schools involved in the total sample, it 
was decided that all Nebraska high schools which offered 
vocational agriculture would be included in the study. 

A list of the 1970*1971 Nebraska publio schools 
which offered vocational agriculture programs was secured 
from the State of Nebraska. Department of Education. Divis- 
ion of Vocational Education. Lincoln. Nebraska. Each school 
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on the list vras then located in the Nebraska Educational 
Directory^ ^ to detemine the name of th». superintendent and 
the principal of that school* A listip^ of superintendents 
and principals to be surveyed and their nailing address was 
thus prepared by the investigator* 

II. THE PREPARATION OF THE INSTRUMENT 

The data collecting instrument was prepared in the 
form of a questionnaire* The instrument was patterned after 
a questionnaire used in Peterson's study* ^ and Webb's dis- 
sertation study* Several additional questions were 
developed by the investigator to reflect program concerns 
unique to Nebraska* The questionnaire was then reviewed 
by members of the Uhiversity of Nebraska* Department of 
Agricultural Education staff* Suggestions made by the 
staff members were implemented into the questionnaire* 

Before the final copy of the instrument was prepaired* the 
superintendent of the investigator's school answered the 
questionnaire on a tryout basis* He made a number of 
valuable suggestions which were incorporated into the 
questionnaire . 



^^W* A* Schindler* Seventy- Third Nebraska Educational 
Directory (Lincoln* Nebraskal State of NebraskaT Department 
of Education* 1970-1971 )» PP» 20-198* 

^Milo Peterson* loe* oit* 

^^Webb* op* cit*R pp* 3-24* 
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Ihe completed instrtiment provided for the collection 
of the following Items of Informations 

!• Administrative position of the respondent* 

2* Size of school in which the respondent was 
employed* 

3* Number of day-school students enrolled in voca- 
tional agriculture courses* 

4* Number of adult students enrolled in agricultural 
courses * 

5* A list of 36 questions which required a **Yest 
No* or Don't Khow" response by the administrator 
on each part of the question* A space for addi- 
tional comments was also provided for each 
question* 

6* A final question asking for an overall comment 
regarding the vocational agriculture program* 

Tne questionnaire used in this study was designed 
as a mail survey type instrument* Ihe information was 
mimeographed on nine* 8i" by 11"* sheets of paper* A 
brief letter of explanation and instruction accompanied 
the questionnaire*^^ The administrators were instructed 
to complete the questionnaire and return it in the stamped* 
self-addressed envelope* 

^^See Appendix A for a copy of the letter of 
instruction* 
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III. THE COLLECTION OP DATA 

Ihe data for the study were collected by a mail sur- 
vey. The following procedure was used to collect the data 
for the present investigation! 

1. The letter and questionnaire were mailed to each 
person in the sample. 

2. After four weeks » a letter of reminder was mailed 
to each non-respondent.^^ 

3* After another period of three weeks, another 
questionnaire with a second letter of reminder 
was mailed to non-respondents of those schools 
from which neither administrator had mailed a 
reply. 39 

An identification system was also utilized to main- 
tain a check on which superintendents and principals were 
responding. 

Due to financial limitations and the excellent 
response from the three previous steps, a fourth mailing to 
the non-respondents was not completed. It was felt that at 
least one response from each school in the sample would 
represent the opinion of school administrators, of the 

3*^ See Appendix B for a copy of the instrument. 

3®See Appendix C for a copy of the first letter 
of reminder. 

^^See Appendix D for a copy of the second letter 
of reminder. 
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total sample, a response was obtained from 122 of the 124 
schools, or 98*3 per cent, with 93 superintendents, or 
76,8 per cent, and 91 principals, or 79*1 per cent, return* 
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Chapter III 



P^^NTATION AND ANALYSIS OP TKB DATA 

Chapter III presents the analysis of the data that 
was considered necessary to fulfill the objectives of the 
study* Die data are based on questionnaires returned by 93 
superintendents and 91 principals in 122 Nebraska public high 
schools which offered vocational agriculture during the 1970- 
1971 school year* 

ThB first s<*ction of Chapter III describes the char- 
acteristics of the population sample* The second section is 
devoted to a presentation and analysis of the opinions of the 
respondents • 

1. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION SAMPI£ 

The mxmber of high school superintendents and prin- 
cipals in the study are presented in Table 1 according to 
the size of school in which they were employed. In order 
to show similarities or dissimilarities of opinions* the 
administrators are grouped into four categorier based on 

(l A 

the number of boys enrolled in each high school* Ihe 

^^These categories are established each year by the 
Nebraska School Activities Association* 
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largest number of administrators responding were in the Class 
B and Class C schools. These two categories comprised about 
75 P*r cent of the respondents. 



TABI£ I 

NUMBER OP SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS IN THE 
STUDY ACCORDING TO THE ENROLLMENT 
OP BOYS IN THE HIGH SCHOOL 



Size of Schools 



Class A 


Class B 


Class C 


Class D 


Total 


per 

N Cent 


Per 

N Cent 


Per 
N Cent 


Per 

N Cent 


Per 

N Cent 



Superin« 



tendents 


7 


7.6 


26 


28.0 


49 


52.6 


11 


11.6 


93 


100 


Principals 


6 


6.8 


33 


36.3 


41 


45.0 


9 


9.9 


91 


100 



Class A s 348 or more boys in grades 9*12 

Class B ■= 129*332 boys in grades 9*12 

Class C s 57*128 boys in grades 9*12 

Class D s 6* 57 boys in grades 9*12 



The approximate number of day and adult students 
enrolled in the schools * vocational agriculture programs 
during the 19701971 school year are shown in Table II and 
Table III. TVenty-five per cent of the schools in Class A 
had a day school enrollment of 91 or more, however, the 
largest percentage of Class A day school enrollment fell 
into the 31*50 range. Class B. Class C. and Class D also 
had the largest per cent of schools in the 31*50 range. 
None of the Class D schools had an enrollment higher than 
70 as would be expected since the largest Class D high 
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Class A = 348 or more boys in grades 9-12 

Class B = 129-332 boys in grades 9-12 

Class C = 57-128 boys in grades 9-12 

Class D = 6-57 boys in grades 9-12 
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school in Nebraska has only 57 male students, 

(Cable III shows that 60 per cent of the schools had 
adult enrollments of 11 or more. Sixty-seven per cent of 
the Class A, 4l per cent of the class B, and 58 per cent of 
the Class c schools had adult enrollments of 10 or less. 

It may be noted that only 20 per cent of the schools in 
Class D had adult enrollments of 10 or less. 

The data in Table IV reveal the number of college 
vocational education courses taken by high school superin- 
tendents and principals, it was noted that from 50 to at 
least 70 per cent of the administrators indicated they had 
taken no vocational education courses in college. Further 
observation revealed that generally principals had taken 
fewer college courses in vocational education than super- 
intendents . 
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Class A = 348 or more boys in grades 9-12 

Class B = 129-332 boys in grades 9-12 

Class C = 57-128 boys in grades 9-12 

Class D = 6-57 boys in grades 9-12 
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II. PRESENTATION OF THE DATA 

Data obtained from the questionnaires which were 
mailed to high school administrators in the study is pre- 
sented in this section* 

Ma.ior Purposes of Vocational Agriculture 

The major purposes of vocational agriculture* accord- 
ing to the opinions of high school administrators in the 
study* is shown in Table V* As may be noted in the table* 

100 per cent of the administrators in Class A schools indi- 
cated preparing youth for useful employment in farming or 
agricultural occupations was a major purpose of vocational 
agriculture. Preparing youth for useful employment in farm- 
ing or agricultural occupations was indicated as a major 
purpose by 98 per cent of the administrators in Class B* 

99 per cent in Class C* emd 90 per cent in Class D* Data 
in Table V also revealed that 40 per cent of the adminis- 
trators in Class A felt that improving the proficiency of 
adults presently engaged in farming was not a major purpose 
of vocational agriculture* However* 80 per cent of the 
administrators in Class B and Class C schools indicated 
that improving the proficiency of adults already engaged in 
farming is a major purpose of vocational agriculture. It 
may be further noted that principals in Class A and Class D 
schools indicated adult education for farmers was not a 
primary purpose of the vocational agriculture program. 
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Table V also reveals that providing youth with a 
general knowledge of agriculture was considered a purpose 
of vocational agriculture by 80 per cent or more of the 
administrators In each class size category. 

Some of the major purposes administrators suggested 
as additional comments were as follows t 

-Provide students with information to help them 
make career choices after high school. 

-Provide on-the-farm training. 

-Provide information for understanding agricultural 
economics. 

-Provide training in farm related skills. 

-Provide opportunities for leadership responsibility. 

-Provide training for college work in a<?riculture. 

-Promote pride in agricultural achievement. 

Groups Which Should Be Enrolled 

Data in Table VI reveals the administrators' opinions 
regarding some general groups of students which they felt 
should be enrolled in vocational agriculture. It may be 
noted in the table that 86 per cent of the superintendents 
in Class A. 42 per cent in Class B» 49 per cent in Claes C. 
and 36 per cent in Class D felt girls should be enrolled. 
Principals responded in a similar pattern as the superintend- 
ents. regarding enrollment of girls, with the exception of 
Class C in which 61 per cent of the principals felt girls 
should be enrolled. 
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33 

Data in Table VI in general reveals that a higher per- 
centage of superintendents in all school sizes (except for 
young fanners in Class B) indicated adult and young fanners 
should be enrolled in vocational agriculture than did the 
principals. A comparison of the responses in Table V and VI 
reveals that the administrators in larger high schools felt 
that adult young farmers were not a prime group to serve, 
whereas the smaller high schools tended to indicate they 
were important groups to serve, it may be further noted in 
Table VI that administrators felt that young farmers were 
the most important post— high school group to serve, followed 
by adult farmers and those adults employed in agricultural 
business firms in the community. Data in the table also 
reveals that in general principals tended to place less 
emphasis than superintendents on serving young fanners, 
adult farmers and adults in agribusiness. 

Some additional comments and suggestions for other 
enrollment groups were as follows i 

-Anyone who wants to — as an elective. 

-Veterans. 

-Adults on a tuition basis only. 

-Adult classes should be evening courses. 

-Should be open to anyone with a need for this 
knowledge . 

-Need to present a program that fills needs as 
evidenced by participation. 
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Need For Citizen Advisory Committee 



Table VII presents data concerning the opinions of 
administrators in regard to the need for citizen advisory 
committees to help plan the local program of vocational 
agriculture* Examination of the data in the table points out 
that approximately 70 per cent of the school administrators 
in each school size felx there was a need for a citizens’ 
advisory committee* 

Some of the comments received on the questionnaire 
in regard to citizen advisory committees were t 

-Assists in relating courses to community needs. 

-Not necessary because included in the school 
vocational education advisory committee. 

-Being forced by federal programs, but I don’t 
know about the value yet* 

-Absolute necessity. 

-Limited value. 

-Has value, but becomes ciambersome. 

-Good public relations and support for program, 

-In setting up programs or making changes, these 
people are usually too busy to expect them to 
donate enough time to make regular meetings 
possible. 

-If we have to have them here, why not also for 
reading, spelling, math, etc.? 

-Patrons should plan programs, 

-Only in larger schools. 

-Most difficult to arrange in city. 

-Most helpful. 

-Necessary to keep ag classes in the school district. 
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-If it is made up of interested, knowledgeable 
people who wish to build the program, 

-We have too many now! 

-Would seem to be a way of communication, 

-Guidelines for its operation must be set first, 

Vocationa.l Agriculture Graduates Who Should Enter Farming 
and Off-Farm Agricultural Occupations 

Table VIII presents the opinions of administrators 
regarding the per cent of vocational agriculture students 
who should enter faurming at one year, five years, and ten 
years following graduation. Ninety-one per cent of the 
superintendents in Class D indicated one to twenty-five per 
cent should enter farming the first year following graduation 
while the other nine per cent in Class D said per cent enter- 
ing farming is unimportant. Except lor superintendents in 
Class D schools mentioned above, all the other administrators 
suggested that about one to twenty-five per cent of the 
vocational agriculture graduates should enter farming one, 
five and ten years following graduation. Further examination 
of Table VIII revealed that administrators generally indicated 
that one to twenty-five per cent of the students should enter 
farming following graduation. However, another rather size- 
able percentage felt that the number entering farming was 
not important. 
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Table IX presen'ts opinions of administrators regard- 
ing the per cent of vocational agriculture students who 
should enter off-farm agricultural occupations at one year, 
five years, and ten years following graduation. Examination 
of the data in Tables VIII and IX disclosed that adminis- 
trators felt a larger percentage of graduates should enter 
off-farm agricultural occupations than should enter farming. 
It may be noted in Table IX that when adding the one to 25 
per cent and the 26 to 50 per cent categories, a relatively 
large number of graduates are involved. 

Phases of Vocational Agriculture That Need More Emphasis 

Superintendents and principals were asked to rank on 
a 1-2-3-^-5”6-7-8-9 basis those phases of vocational agri- 
culture which they felt need more emphasis. Tables X and XI 
indicate the ranking given each phase of the vocational agri- 
culture program. Table X reveals the opinions of superin- 
tendents and Table XI shows the opinions of principals. In 
both Tables X and XI, supervised expe:L*ience programs, pro- 
duction agriculture classes, and off-’fa'cm agriculture classes 
were ranked high as needing most emphasis. Contests, Future 
Farmers of America (FFA) and adult classes wer" ranked low, 
indicating they needed least emphasis. 
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Class A = 348 or more boys in grades 9-12 

Class B = 129-332 boys in grades 9-12 

Class C = 57-128 boys in grades 9-12 

Class D = 6-57 boys in grades 9-12 
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^cupational Preparation For Youth Entering Farming 

The per cent of high school atiministrators who felt 
vocational agriculture provides the necessary occupational 
preparation for youth who enter fanning is presented in 
Table XII. Eighty per cent of the administrators in Class D 
schools indicated vocational agriculture provided the neces- 
sary occupational preparation for youth to enter farming. 

It may be noted that 60 per cent of the administrators in 
Class A schools indicated that vocational agriculture pro- 
vided the necessary occupational preparation for youth who 
enter farming. The majority of the administrators in each 
school size indicated that the necessary occupational infor- 
mation is provided* 

Some of the typical comments regarding the adequacy 
of vocational agriculture as preparation for farming weret 

-Yes, but not enough go into farming. 

-This largely depends on the school and teacher. 

-Yes, in our school— not so in all. 

-Yes, if in addition to being raised on the farm. 

-Only in cases where a father is an above average 
operator • 

-Yes, if a four year program. 

-One of the few vocational areas doing anything. 

-Of course not, but it should provide supplemental 
aid to terminal and basis for further education. 
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50 

Occupational Preparation For Youth Entering Off- Farm 
cultural Occupat 10718 

Table XIII presents the per cent of high school 
administrators who indicated vocational agriculture provides 
the necessary occupational preparation for youth to enter 
off-farm agricultural occupations. In Class A and Class C 
schools, 4? and 51 per cent of the administrators felt voca- 
tional agriculture did not provide the necessary preparation 
for off-farm agricultural occupations. In Class B and Class 
D schools, 44 and 40 per cent indicated vocational agriculture 
provided the necessary occupational preparation for youth who 
enter off-farm agricultural occupations . A further examina- 
tion of Table XIII revealed that about an equal number of 
administrators felt vocational agriculture programs did not 
prepare youth for off-farm agricultural occupations as to 
those who felt it did. 

Some of the comments regarding preparation for off- 
farm agricultural occupations were t 

-Yes, but needs improvement. 

-Providing the student has job-training experience. 

-Not as it has traditionally been taught in Nebraska. 

-Some, certainly not all. 

-We haven't even begun to explore all the potential 
there . 

-No, not complete enough at present. 

-No, at present I don't believe this can be the 
finished product. 

-No, we don't touch enough of the area. 
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Class A = 348 or more boys in grades 9-12 

Class B = 129-332 boys in grades 9-12 

Class C = 57-128 boys in grades 9-12 

Class D = 6-57 boys in grades 9-12 
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Occupational Reparation For Youth Entering Non- 
Agricultural Occupations" 

Data in Table XIV shows the opinions of school admin- 
istrators regarding whether vocational agriculture provides 
the necessary occupational preparation for youth entering 
non-agricultural occupations. The percentages of adminis- 
trators* opinions ranged from 50 P®r cent of the adminis- 
trators in Class D schools to 6? per cent in Class C schools 
who indicated vocational agriculture did not provide the 
necessary occupational preparation for youth entering non- 
agricultural occupations. It may be noted that ^6 per cent 
of the superintendents in Class D schools felt vocational 
agriculture did prepare youth to enter non-agz*icultural 
occupations. 

Some of the comments regarding preparation for non- 
agricultural occupations included t 

-Lack of room for training— lack of teachers. 

-Not comprehensive enough at present. 

-Some transfer to other vocational programs in our 
school. 

-In some cases* but not all. 

On-Farm and On-the-Job Instruction 

Table XV indicates the per cent of school adminis- 
trators who suggested teachers of vocational agriculture 
should follow systematic schedules for on-fsunn and on-the- 
job instruction with all the day students enrolled in voca- 
tional agriculture. Ninety- three per cent of the adminis- 
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TABLE XIV 
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trators in Class A schools indicated there was a need for 
scheduled on-farm instruction while only 59 per cent of those 
in Class B and 64 per cent in Class C felt there was such a 
need. Seventy per cent of the administrators in class D 
schools indicated vocational agriculture instructors needed 
to follow a systematic schedule of instruction. It may be 
noted that in the Class D category, superintendents had only 
55 P©r cent indicating a need for scheduling on-farm or on- 

^J^struction as compared to 89 per cent of the prin- 
cipals. 

Some typical comments regarding the systematic 
scheduling of on-farm aiid on-the-job instruction were as 
follows : 

-I think this is very important. 

-Yes, if allowance is made for variations. 

-No, each student should be treated as an individual. 

-OJiose teachers I have had who do not follow a 
schedule have trouble. 

-Yes, but I would question the word "all." 

-Otherwise, from my experience, it deteriorates 
into no program. 

Table XVI presents data indicating the per cent of 
school administrators who suggested programs of on-farm 
instruction should be conducted for members of adult agri- 
culture classes. The percentage of administrators who felt 
teachers of vocational agriculture should conduct such 
instruction is nearly the same for all school sizes. The 
percentage ranges from 66 per cent in Class B to 70 per 

65 
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cent in Class D» In general ^ administrators tended to favor 
on-farm instructional visits to adult farmers. 

Included in the comments concerning on-farm instruc- 
tion for adults weret 

-When requested. 

-If time permits. 

-When needed in the community. 

-On-farm instruction is usually not feasible to a 
large extent. 

-A definite yes ! 

-If people will accept their help, of course. 

-Within certain areas. 

-Not necessary. 

-I feel night classes should be sufficient. 

-Good public relations and without a doubt fills a 
need as technology bypasses established farmers. 

-Should be integral part of adult program. 

Future Farmers of America (FFA) 

!Ihe place of the Future Farmers of America (FFA) in 
relation to the program of vocational agriculture is indica- 
ted in Table XVII. Evidence from the table revealed that a 
majority of administrators felt the FFA is a supplement to 
the vocational agriculture program emd a slightly smaller 
percentage indicated it is an integral part of vocational 
agriculture. In general, a higher percentage of adminis- 
trators in Class D schools felt the FFA was a supplement to 
the general education of youth than administrators in the 
larger schools. 
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Some of the comments listed ref^ardinp; the place of 
the Future Farmers of America (FFA) were: 

-It is all three because of its efforts to build 
leaders in the world of competitive on-farm 
employment or operation. 

-It should be an integral part of vocational agri- 
culture, but I feel it most often is not. 

-It is not required of all students. 

-It is an excellent extra-curricular activity. 

-Best parliamentary groups in boys come from this 
program . 

-I feel FFA is too specialized and should include 
areas other than farming. 

Table XVIII presents data regarding the primary 
function of the Future Farmers of America (FFA) organiza- 
tion. The greatest percentage of administrators felt that 
the primary functions of the FFA were to develop rural 
leadership, strengthen the confidence of students of voca- 
tional agriculture in themselves and their work, and to 
develop character, train for useful citizenship, and foster 
patriotism. The recruitment of enrollees for classes of 
vocational agriculture was not considered as a primary 
function of the FFA, 

Some comments by administrators regarding the pri- 
mary function of the Future Farmers of America (FFA) are 
as follows t 

-FFA is a supplemental program and can't do any of 
the above without help from all other educational 
areas . 

-FFA is over-rated. 
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-All courses should do this. 

-Great goals or objectives, but programs I have 
observed are more often working for paper results 
to get awards or stressing one area to excel and 
win contests. 

The opinions of administrators concerning segrega- 
tion between students of vocational agriculture and other 
high school students as a result of the activities of the 
Future Farmers of America (FPA) are indicated in Table XIX. 
With the exception of administrators in Class A schools, 
approximately three-fourths of the administrators in each 
school size indicated there was no segregation created 
between vocational agriculture students and other high 
school students as a result of the Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) activities. Sixty-seven per cent of the administrators 
in Class A schools indicated no segregation was created 
between students. 

Some of the comments taken from the questionnaire 
and regarding the possible problem of segregation between 
vocational agriculture students and other high school stu- 
dents were t 

-In some instances, but no more than other school 
activities. 

-They can if not carefully supervised* 

-Depends on the instructor. 

-This may be true in some schools, but not any I 
have been connected with. 

-Yes, FFA does not hold a place of distinction in 
our school. 

-It does set them apart, but it should. 
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-Their functions can make them one of the strongest 
organizations in a school if they have proper 
guidance! 

-Not here since the school is rural oriented and 
rural dominated « 

-Yes, but wrongly bo. 

-Yes, some become sr.obbish. 

Table XX indicates the per cent of high school admin- 
istrators who suggested the Future Farmers of America (FFA) 
activities tend to promote vocational agriculture without 
regard to the total school program. Seventy-five per cent 
of the principals in Class A schools revealed the FFA did 
not promote vocational agriculture without regard to the 
total school program, while 57 pei* cent of the superintend- 
ents in Class A felt that it did. Evidence from the table 
revealed that the situation was reversed in Class D where 
91 per cent of the superintendents indicated that it did 
not promote vocational agriculture without regard to the 
total school program, compared to 33 P©r cent of the prin- 
cipals who felt it did. Sixty per cent or more of the total 
administrators in each school size indicated the Future 
Farmers of America (FFA) activities did not promote voca- 
tional agriculture without regard to the total school pro- 
gram. 

Most comments by administrators regarding promotion 
of vocational agriculture through FFA activities without 
regard to the total school program indicated that (1) it 
depends on the instructor and (2) even though it may, so do 
most other school activities— especially athletics. 
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Characteristics of Vocational Agriculture Students 

Data in Table XXI provides information concerning 
the opinions of administrators with respect to some selected 
characteristics of vocational agriculture students. More 
than 80 per cent of the administrators felt that vocational 
agriculture students were well-respected citizens in their 
schools. It may be noted that relatively few administrators 
felt that vocational agriculture students were scholastically 
incompetent. About one-fourth of the administrators in 
Class B, Class C, and Class D schools suggested vocational 
agriculture students have lower aspiration levels, than the 
other studentsf, for education beyond high school. It may be 
noted that 40 per cent of total administrators in Class A 
Schools felt that vocational agriculture students had lower 
aspiration levels, than other students, for education beyond 
high school* 

Some of the comments listed by administrators in 
regard to characteristics of vocational agriculture students 
include i 

-Yes to scholastically incompetent and lower aspira- 
tion for further education. There is a noticeable 
change occur ing but hasn't turned the corner yet. 

-How selective the PFA and vocational agriculture 
classes are largely determines the production of 
good ag. students . 

-There are all kinds of vocational agriculture 
students. 

-Some of our best students are in ag. 

-Vocational skill courses tend to enroll the schol- 
astic underachiever. 
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TABLE XXI 
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-These are generalizations which are hard to answer. 

-Depends too much on the quality of a progrsim to 
answer this question. 

-Counseling and administration do not use voc* ag. as 
a dumping grounds in this school. 

Personal Qualities of Teachers of Vocational Agriculture 

Table XXII presents information concerning the per- 
sonal qualities of teachers of vocational agriculture as 
judged by school administrators. An overview of the table 
revealed a rather wide range of opinions existed between 
principals and superintendents. In reviewing the table, the 
total response of administrators revealed that ir. general 
cooperation with other faculty members, classroom teaching 
abilities, cooperation with the administration and mechanical 
skills were areas in which at least 25 to 53 per cent of the 
administrators felt improvements could be made in vocational 
agriculture teachers. In general, the qualities of rapport 
with students, grooming while at school and cooperation with 
other agricultural agencies were areas in which less than 25 
per cent of the administrators feel improvements needed to 
be made. 

The following comments were listed most often by 
administrators in regard to personal qualities of teachers 
of vocational agriculture! 

-Ag, teachers will not gain full respect from staff 
or administration until they stop acting like 
farmers and start acting as professional people. 

-Can't generalize— just like any other teacher. 
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TABLE XXII (continued) 
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Class A = 348 or more boys in grades 9-12 

Class B = 129-332 boys in grades 9-12 

Class C = 57-128 boys in grades 9-12 

Class D = 6-57 boys in grades 9-12 
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-Discipline needs improvement. 

-Well prepared instructors in just about every way. 

-Uhfair question. 

-A& men get too involved with their ovm program. 

Ihey must realize their program is only a part 
of the total education picture. 

Subject Matter i^eas and Professional Teaching Competencies 
Which Seem to be Jhad equate in the Qualifications of 
Teachers of Vocational Agriculture 

Table XXIIl indicates the subject matter areas and 
professional teaching competencies which seem to be inade- 
quate in the qualifications of vocational agriculture teach- 
ers according to the opinions of high school administrators. 
Areas where administrators indicated teachers seemed to be 
most inadequate were in the use of English in both oral and 
written communications, housekeeping of the classroom and 
agricultural mechanics shop, discipline of students, methods 
of teaching, and supervision of experience programs of stu- 
dents. Die area of human relations appeared to be inadequate 
more often in Class A schools than in other sizes of schools. 
Examination of the table revealed some rather wide variations 
in the opinions of superintendents and principals. 

Some typical comments pertaining to the qualifica- 
tions of teachers in vocational agriculture were listed as 
follows t 

-Depends entirely on the individual- -there is no 
average. 

-Getting reports in on time is an area where voca- 
tional agriculture instructors are inadequate. 
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-On an average, teachers of vocational agriculture 
are better prepared than teachers of academic areas. 

-unfair question. 

-Housekeeping should be ideal--not like mauiy farm 
shops . 

-Ag. teachers are expected to do too much. 

-Some safety practices are not applied by vocational 
agriculture instructors as they should be. 

Teaching Courses Other T3ian Agriculture and Performing 
Extra-Curricular Duties 

In Ifeible XXIV, 30 to 4? per cent of the administra- 
tors suggested that teachers of vocational agriculture should 
be used only temporarily or in an emergency to teach courses 
other than vocational agriculture. Seventy- three per cent 
of the administrators in Class A schools indicated teachers 
of vocational agriculture should teach other courses as a 
regular part of their assignment while 42 per cent in Class 
B, 34 per cent in Class C, and 40 per cent in Class D made 
the same indication. 

Most administrators commented that assigning teach- 
ing duties in areas other than vocational agriculture depends 
upon the school situation. Biey further suggested that the 
smaller schools may not have a full teaching load in voca- 
tional agriculture and thus use the vocational agriculture 
teacher in courses other than agriculture. They also state 
that the vocational agriculture instructor should not be 
used to teach courses in which he is not qualified. 
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Class A = 348 or more boys in grades 9-12 

Class B = 129-332 boys in grades 9-12 

Class C = 57-128 boys in grades 9-12 

Class D = 6- 57 boys in grades 9-12 
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Table XXV provides data concerning the opinions of 
administrators in regard to using the vocational agriculture 
instructor to perform extra-curricular school duties. It 
may be noted in the table that administrators felt the voca- 
tional agriculture teacher should perform extra-curricular 
duties the same as other teachers. The comments of adminis- 
trators indicated the vocational agriculture instructor 
should be involved with other teachers and other students 
in the school to improve relations and do the best job of 
educating students. One administrator commented:. "If all 
teachers were as willing to work for the good of the school 
as our ag. teacher is, it would be a real pleasure." 

Workload of Teachers of Vocational Agriculture 

Data in Table XXVI indicates the opinions of admin- 
istrators in regard to the workload of teachers of vocational 
agriculture. Evidence from the table revealed that the work- 
load of teachers of vocational agriculture should be the same 
as other teachers in the system. The administrators who made 
comments on the questionnaire suggested that even though 
visitations on the farm and on the job make the vocational 
agriculture instructor's load heavier, he usually has fewer 
students than other teachers. They also commented that his 
job may be harder because he has no state curriculum to fol- 
low and must work longer at devising course outlines and 
developing lessons. Most administrators indicated the load 
is dependent upon the individual agriculture instructor and 
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Class A = 348 or more boys in grades 9-12 

Class B = 129-332 boys in grades 9-12 

Class C = 57-128 boys in grades 9-12 

Class D = 6-57 boys in grades 9-12 
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his desire to have an above average program, with an above 
average program, his load will be heavier. However, if he 
is satisfied with a mediocre program, his load will be less. 
Tables XXVII and XXVIII indicate the importance given 
each factor used to calculate the workload for the vocational 
agriculture instructor by superintendents and principals 
respectively, Uie relative importance of each factor is 
indicated by a ranking of 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8 or 9 (one meaning 
most important and nine meaning least important). In Table 
XXVII, superintendents gave the highest ranking to day-school 
class preparation, shop or mechanics preparation, and the 
lowest reuiking to fairs, shows, amd contests. In lEable 
XXVIII, the ranking of factors for calculating workload by 
principals was similar to the evaluation made by the super- 
intendents, Shop or mechanics preparation, instructional vis- 
its, and course and facility management were ranked relatively 
high by both groups of administrators. 

Summer Programs and Extended Contracts of Vocational 
Agriculture Instructors 

Data in Table XXIX reveals the opinions of adminis- 
trators regarding the year-round enployment of vocational 
agriculture teachers. Evidence from the table indicated 
that 4? per cent of the administrators in Class A schools, 

39 per cent in Class B schools, 34 per cent in Class C 
schools, and 35 per cent in Class D schools felt the summer 
programs of vocational agriculture justified hiring teachers 
on a twelve months employment basis. Further examination of 
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the table revealed that about 50 per cent of the adminis- 
trators did not think the summer program of vocational agri- 
culture justified twelve months employment. 

In Table XXX, administrators were requested to 
express their opinions on the type of contract teachers of 
vocational agriculture should hold. A review of the table 
revealed that a larger percentage of administrators felt 
teachers of vocational agriculture should have an extended 
contract at a regular monthly salary for eleven months. !lhe 
extended contract at a regular monthly salary was suggested 
by 60 per cent of the Class A, 49 per cent of the Class B, 

52 per cent of the Class C, and 6o per cent of the Class D 
school administrators. 

More comments were given by administrators in regard 
to summer programs than were given on any other topic. A 
summary of those comments showed that over 40 administrators 
felt an extended contract for ten months would be long enough. 
They felt that in many cases, not enough is accomplished dur- 
ing the summer to warrant an extended contract and the instruc- 
tor is actually receiving a paid vacation. Most administra- 
tors commented that the quality of the summer program is 
almost entirely dependent upon the enthusiasm and willingness 
of the instructor to work, plus insistence by the school of 
performance. Bie following are examples of the numerous com- 
ments received by administrators on the topic of a twelve 
month contract i 
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(1) Many instructors attend graduate school. 

(2) Student numbers in vocational agriculture are 
usually low compared to other school programs. 

(3) Too many instructors use the time for things 
like lesson planning and tool reconditioning 
when they should use it for instructing students. 
Other teachers don't get paid for planning les- 
sons during the summer. 

Justification of the Expense of the Vocational Agriculture 
Program to the Taxpayer and Support of Vocational Agri- 
culture without the telp of State or Federal Funds 

Table XXXI presents information concerning the per 
cent of administrators who indicated the expense of voca- 
tional agriculture in their school can be justified to the 
taxpayer. Eighty per cent of the administrators in Class D 
felt it could be justified while only 60 per cent of those 
in Class A felt it could be justified. More than ?0 per 
cent of the administrators in Class B and Class c schools 
felt the vocational agriculture program could be justified. 

Some comments given by administrators regarding the 
justification of the expense of vocational agriculture were 
as follows I 

-Yes, when used in conjunction with other vocational 
programs, but not when limited to ag. only. 

-Sometimes hard to do since there is no accredita- 
tion requirement to offer vocational agriculture. 

-The program has to be changed to include more 
students. 

-Presently, yes. In the future, doubtful. 
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-Not at the present time* I think our program might 
be outdated. We need to gear more toward agri- 
business! mechanical skills • and sales and manage- 
ment. 

-Yes. No doubt about it as long as it is operating 
to fill community needs. 

Bie data presented in Table XXXII discloses informa- 
tion regarding the opinions of administrators if federal 
and/or state funding were no longer available to support 
the vocational agriculture program. It may be noted from 
the table that 50 per cent or more of the administrators 
indicated their school district would continue to support 
vocational agriculture if federal and/or state funds were 
no longer available. Further examination of the table 
showed that 60 per cent of the administrators in Class A 
schoolSi 5^ per cent in Class B schools » 50 per cent in 
Class c schools f and 70 per cent in Class D schools thought 
their district would continue to support vocational agricul- 
ture, without federal and/or state funding. Some administra- 
tbrs indicated in their comments that the funds received 
from the federal and state governments are not in very large 
amounts anyway. Those who felt they could not justify the 
program thought it would be because of a large cost for a 
small number of students « 

Obtaining Satisfactory Finaixcial Arrsingements 

Table XXXIII presents data concerning the procedures 
teachers should follow in obtaining finances for operating 
the vocational agriculture department. As may be noted in 
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the table, a large majority of the administrators indicated 
vocational agriculture instructors should submit an annual 
budget for the operation of the vocational agriculture depart- 
ment. Forty-seven per cent of the school administrators in 
Class C schools suggested combination of a budget and special 
requests would be a satisfactory arrangement. Administrators 
in the other sized schools gave some endorsement to the pos- 
sibility of a budget plus special requests as a means of 
providing finances for operating a program. Few administra- 
tors indicated that submitting requests as needs arise was a 
satisfactory financial arrangement. 

Some typical comments of administrators regarding 
satisfactory financial arrangements included: 

-A budget cannot anticipate all needs. 

-A budget is only good business which requires 
planning. 

-A budget should be comprehensive and allow for 
unforeseen expenditures. 

Items of Expense Which Should be Reimbursable to Teachers of 
Vocational Agricultu^ 

Data in Table XXXIV indicates administrators' opinions 
regarding the items of expense which should be reimbursable 
to teachers of vocational agriculture while on official duty. 
Nearly all administrators agreed that mileage within the 
school service area should be reimbursed or a school vehicle 
provided. Forty-seven per cent of the administrators in 
Class A schools indicated all mileage outside the school 
service area and mileage, meals, 8ind lodging for attending 
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Class A = 348 or more boys in grades 9-12 

Class B = 129-332 boys in grades 9-12 

Class C = 57-128 boys in grades 9-12 

Class D = 6-57 boys in grades 9-12 
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in-service meetings should be reimbursable. About two-thirds 



to three-fourths of the administrators from the other size 
schools indicated those items should be reimbursable. Bie 
administrators * comments to this question revealed that they 
felt reimbursement for all expenses should be the same for 
any teacher in their system. Some administrators would pre- 
fer to have meals left out of reimbursement. It was also 
suggested that mileage should not include those miles 
involved in traveling to and from school and home. Adminis- 
trators indicated, too, that there must be some control on 
miles traveled and number of meetings attended. 

Financing Cost of Supplies for Bistruction in Agricultural 
Mechanics 

liable XXXV indicates the method of finsmcing which 
should be utilized for purchasing supplies for instruction 
in agricultural mechainics. Opinions of school administrators 
as presented in Table XXXV indicated that most were in favor 
of having the school furnish the supplies for required pro- 
jects, but that the student buy the other supplies he uses. 

It may be noted that a sizeable percentage of administrators 
were uncertain about this question. Almost all administra- 
tors, who commented, indicated that any project the student 
takes home should be paid for by the student. 
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Class A = 348 or more boys in grades 9-12 

Class B = 129-332 boys in grades 9-12 

Class C = 57-128 boys in grades 9-12 

Class D * 6-57 boys in grades 9-12 
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Factors Determining Employment of Additional Teachers 

Tables XXXVI and XXXVII indicate the importance given 
selected factors used to determine when additional teachers 
of vocational agriculture should be employed. The importance 
of each factor is indicated through a 1-2-3 or 4 ranking with 
one meaning most important £ind four meaning least important. 

In Table XXXVI, superintendents gave the highest 
ranking to number of day-school students enrolled in voca- 
tional agriculture, the second highest ranking to number of 
courses taught, and the third highest ranking to number of 
day students and out-of-school (adult) students enrolled in 
vocational agriculture. The principals' rankings, as shown 
in Table XXXVII, revealed that the number of courses offered 
was felt to be more important than the number of day-school 
students enrolled. However, it may be noted that the rankings 
indicated little difference between these two factors. 

Some comments made by administrators and suggestions 
for other factors to be considered aure as follows t 

-Facility limitations, if any. 

-None of this is applicable in a C or D school. 

-One man can only teach his share of the dayi add 
teachers as the need arises. 

-Recommendation of advisory committee. 

-If a good program begins falling off and the reason 
appears to be overloading the instructor, add 
another teacher. 
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of Classes Which :^hould be Offered 

An examination of the data in liable XXXVIII reveals 
the response of administrators to the types of classes that 
they felt should be offered to day-school students enrolled 
in vocational agriculture. Data in the table indicated a 
high percentage of administrators felt that animal science, 
plant and soil science, agricultural mechanics, axvX agricul- 
tural marketing and management were types of classes which 
shoula be included in the vocational agriculture urogram. 

Oie horticulture class received high priority by adminis- 
trators in Class A schools, m regard to the area of off- 
farm agricultural occupations, 6? per cent of the adminis- 
trators in Class A schools favored the program compared to 
80 per cent in Class D. 

!Uie mechanics areti of machinery maintenance and 
adjustment, welding, small and large gas engines, electricty 
and electronics, concrete and masonry, and building construc- 
tion received a majority of the administrators' approval. 
Agricultural carec'r exploration and general sigriculture were 
also marked by a large percentage of administrators. A 
small percentage of the administrators felt crafts and hob- 
bies (leather and plastics ) should be offered in vocational 
agriculture. less then 50 per cent of the administrators 
indicated that plumbing and sheet metal should be offered* 

Some additional comments in regard to what types of 
classes should be offered were (1) all the classes listed 
were good, but that not all need to be labeled as vocational 
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agriculture, and (2) some of the courses could be taught as 
mini-courses during the summer program. 

Subject Matter Around Which Adult Classes Should be 
Centered 

As presented in Table XXXIX, 6o per cent of the 
administrators in Class A schools, 85 per cent in Class B 
schools, 81 per cent in Class C schocls, and 80 per cent in 
Class D schools indicated adult classes in vocational agri- 
culture should be centered around farm management and farm 
business analysis. Young farmers and off-farm agricultural 
occupations courses were not highly endorsed by school admin- 
istrators. A majority of the administrators indicated adult 
classes should include courses in crops, livestock, and farm 
mechanics. 

A few administrators commented that subject matter 
for adults is dependent upon local needs and desires. 

Extra Etoplovment of Vocational Agriculture instructors 

Table XXXX provides data regarding the administrators' 
opinions of whether a full-time teacher of vocational agri- 
culture should be allowed to carry on a private farming 
enterprisv^ or other extra employment. Accord to che data 
in !Z^ble XXXX, 53 to 57 per cent of all the superintendents 
indicated extra employment should not be allowed. The per 
cent of principals indicating that extra employment should 
not be allowed was somewhat lower than the percentage of 
superintendents favoring it. Twenty per cent of the total 




121 



TABLE XXXIX 



112 





3 












S c 


o m m 


r^vo<r o 


04 o 


Of^so m 






^ I-C I-C I-C 


cN CM cn 


ro CM m 


vo Mf m m 














cd 












u 


0 


O o 04 m 


OCOvO o 


OOO Mf o 


mcM m o 


0 


z 






iH 


H 












i/> 


CO 


o mi-c o 


COiHOO 


fO ON ON o 


r*i o m 


U 


(U 


vO 00 00 00 


in 


m m vo 


CM <f m m 


0 










4J 

CO 

u 

u 

CO 

•H CO 


C g 


1 — CNl CM CM 


ooomt cn 


o o* CO 


C0 00i-l^ 


Cr-4 

•H cO 


Q ^ 


CO i-c i-c 04 


miHCM cn 


m CM CM m 


vomt 


•1^ 








.- 




< o 


0 


o omo 


o com o 


O nO UO O 


CM m o o 


r* 


z 








fH 


u-i ^ 












O M 












Oi 


CO 


rn 00 m 00 


o o^fH 


o 00 


m%o ON so 


(U 


(U 


vo 00 00 


mi^f^so 


m no vo vo 


CM cn^ m 


CO 










c 












o 












Q. 

^ r- 

oi S 


= C 


CO 04 O ON 


cnm<r 


CO 00 vO 


i^voo 4 cn 


no 

c 


P« 


^ 1-4 N 


<f cnCM CM 


<J- CO CM CM 


m<tm NO 


(U 












4J 

c 


0 


O 00 O ON 


O^nO o 


O 04 Mf O 


^00 NO 00 


•H 


z 






















(U 

Q 


CO 


0004 




o ON m 


C^vO 1-f 00 


3 

CO 


(U 


moo 00 00 


mvovo 


m m vo 


CM <f m ^ 


4-1 












0 fH 












0 










• 


0 ) o 

N 

tH O 


< 00 U Q 


<PQO Q 


< p:) CJ Q 


<PQ(J Q 


CO CO 














e 

C9 












iW 












uQ CO 












•H 


o 










CO 


o 










c >* 


4J 


CO 








0) 


CO 


o 


CO 






6 CO 


0) 


•H 


u 






S c 


> 


C 


o 

e 




U 


00 cd 


•H 


CO 




0) 


CO 


rM 


JC 


u 




4J 


C CO 




a 


cd 




4J 


m CO 




o 


4-1 




cO 


g 0) 


e 






z 


c 


CO 




00 






E -H 


a 


e 


c: 




4J 


M CO 


0 


u 


3 




c; 


CO 3 


u 


CO 


0 




0) 


M 


a 




>* 




•n 












JO 












3 


• 


• 


• 


• 




CO 


CO 




a 


*0 



O 

ERIC 



1:^2 



TABLE XXXIX (continued) 



113 





I*" 5 










o«srooo 






Q * 


<r m <r m 




iH 








cd 








ij 


o 


es m O 




0 


z 


r— 4 1—4 I— 1 




H 








CO 


(0 


o 




u 


(U 


m cn 




o 


>> 




AJ 

cd 

u 

AJ 

CO 

•H CO 


I-*" ^ 

c c 


t-i co*cr 




CH 
•H <d 




ro m <j- <r 












< 0 


o 


O eg Or-4 




c 


z 


eg f-H 




U-l 








o :m 








Ph 


CO 


ro vD <r 




a 


(U 


vo e^ co^j- 




CO 


>> 




c 








o 








»s 

Sg 

c 


c c 


cn r'. 1-4 <j- 






<r m IT) m 




Q) 

U 

e 


o 


<j- eg CM o^ 


12 


V4 


z 


f— 4 rH 1—4 


1 


u 






c^ 


Q) 

n 






CNJ <s 


(0 


CO t— 1 vo 


CO tH rH tH 


u< 


(U 


<j- m CO CO 


o; 1 1 1 


CO 


>* 




'D 0\ ON ON 
cd 

M (0 CO CO 


M-l 




00 O 0> (U 




OrH 




T3 H3 T3 




O 


< PQ O Q 


c cd CO cd 




<D o 


•H M M ki 






CO CO oo 


• 


H O 




(0 


(/) CO 




>.c c c 








0 *H *H *H 

CO CO CO 
<U >s Ps 

V4 o O O 
0^ ^ ^ 

e 

eg 00 






rH 






cd 


}g ro eg m 






u 


0 CO r-4 






P 


1 I 1 






4J 


00 ON r^vo 








eg lio 






P 


rOf-4 






U 










(! D n n 






00 CO 


<PQ U Q 






(0 c 




0) 


o 


U) 0) CO 0) 




AJ 


S *H 


(0 (0 CO (0 




4J 




(0 (0 ca ca 




CO 


cd cd 


t— 4 f—H r— 4 




;s 


U-4 cx 


u u u u 






1 P 






u 


a 






o 


u-i o 






0) 


o o 






















p 


• 






CO 


0} 






i 



123 



TABLE XXXX 



114 




C_3 



M Q 



















c 2 


o 


CO 


CH 


o 






o5 


CNJ 


rH 


CS 


CM 






Q ^ 












r-4 














cd 
















O 


o 




00 


O 




0 

H 


z 


so 




<1* 


m 






CO 


O 


ON 


o 


o 






(U 


CN 


CO 


CO 


CO 


















CO 














u 














o 














u 

CO 


C C 


cn 


in 




CM 




4J 

CO 

•H CO 
CiH 
•H cd 


Q ^ 


rH 


rH 


rH 


CM 


















< o 


0 


CSJ 


ON 


rH 






c 


Z 


vO 


CO 


vr 






M-l *H 














O ^ 














04 














(U 












CM 


CO 












i-H 


c 


CO 


m 


sD 


rH 


CO 


1 


o 


(U 


CNJ 


<r 


<r 


CO 


ON 


Ou 












CM CM C4 


CO 












0) 1 — 1 rH 


o 












(U 1 1 1 


Pi 


•“g 










'O o^ o^ o^ 
CO 

V4 to 0 ) 01 
00 0) (U (U 












*0 ’O’O 




S c 


ON 


CN 




00 


C to CO CO 


CO 


5i§ 


CN 


rH 


CNJ 


rH 


•H M M M 














00 00 00 


c 












0) 


o 












>. c c c 


'D 












O •H •H 


c 












.O 


(U 












'/} 0) 0) 


4J 


0 






CO 


m 


<!;>.>>>% 


c 


z 


m 


m 


m 


m 


Vi O O O 


•H 












JD^ 


M 












E 


(U 












CM 00 r>* 


a 












Vi cn CM m 


3 












O cn rH 


CO 


CO 


<r 


rH 


o 




1 1 1 




0) 


rH 


CO 


CN 


CM 


00 ON 




>» 










<• CM m 

cn rH 














II n n n 




r~4 










C n u a 




0 










to tn c/i c/i 




0 










c/i to to C/l 




x: 










CO CO CO ca 














rH rH rH rH 




CO 










u u u u 




o 


< 


PQ 


o 


O 






w 


CO 


CO 


CO 


CO 






(U 


CO 


CO 


CO 


CO 








<d 


CO 


cd 


cd 






•H 


rH 


rH 


rH 


rH 






CO 


CJ 


CJ 


O 


O 





1^4 






115 



adninistrators in Class A schools, 39 per cent in class B 
schools, 30 per cent in Class C schools, and 30 per cent in 
Class D schools indicated extra employment should be allowed. 
Some typical comments by administrators indicated 
they would allow extra employment only if it does not take 
away time which is allocated to the school. Other adminis- 
trators commented that professional people should not be 
"moonlighting" and that if a program is properly run, there 
is no time for extra employment. One administrator felt that 
holding two full-time jobs will result in loss of effort from 
one or the other or possibly both. 

Teaching Specialist or Agricultural Specialist 

The pei’ cent of administrators who indicated a voca- 
tional agricultu]*e instructor should be more of a teaching 
specialist than an agricultural specialist is shown in Table 
XXXXI, The largest per cent of administrators indicated the 
vocational agriculttire instructor should be more of a teach- 
ing specialist than an agricultural specialist. Administra- 
tor comments revealed that many administrators were undecided 
as to what their opinion was regarding teaching specialties. 
Most administrators indicated both qur* ' ties are 
important but teaching abilities may be more importsuit since 
they must be present for knowledge to be transferred from 
the instructor to his students. 
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Per Cent of Administrators V^ho Favor Vocational Agriculture 
in the Secondary School 

As shown in Table XXXXII* a high percentage of admin- 
istrators favor a vocational agriculture program in the 
secondary school. The highest per cent of administrators 
favoring vocational agriculture in the secondEury school was 
87 per cent in Class c and the lowest is 75 per cent in 
Class D. 

Some comments administrators made regarding whether 
they favor vocational agriculture in the secondary school 
include t 

-Not as a high priority area. 

-With some reservations. 

-As it is today» I wonder. 

-Yes. As long as there is a need in the community 
for this type of program. 

-Only if major changes are made within the teaching 
ranks. 
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Chapter IV 



THE SUMMARY AND IMPLICATIONS 
I. RESTATEMENT OP THE PROBLEM AND DESIGN 

A review of the literature revealed that the opinions 
of school administrators are am important aspect in develop- 
ment, improvement, and application of vocational agi'iculture 
programs, a lack of available evidence in Nebraska to formu- 
late decisions which are based on the opinions of school 
administrators, regarding programs in agricultural education 
at the high school level, prompted the investigator to pro- 
pose a study which was designed to: 

(1) Obtain the opinions of high school administrators 
regarding selected aspects of the program of 
vocational agriculture in Nebraska. 

(2) Present those opinions in a form useful toi 

(a ) State and local supervisors of vocational 
agriculture programs. 

(b ) Teacher-educators in colleges and/or 
universities, 

(c ) Teachers of vocational agriculture. 

(d ) Local and state advisory councils. 

(e ) Local boards of education and school 
administrators . 
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The study was designed as a survey of opinions of 
Nebraska high school superintendents and principals regard- 
ing selected aspects of the program of vocational agriculture. 
OJie study was limited to 121 superintendents and 115 prin- 
cipals employed in 124 r.vj^braska secondary schools which had 
a program of vocational agriculture as part of their school's 
curriculum during the 1970-1971 school year. All Nebraska 
high schools which offered vocational agriculture were 
included in the study* 



II. THE SUMMARY 

The objectives of the study were to obtain opinions 
of school administrators and to present them in a form use- 
ful to those involved in program development in vocational 
agricultural education* The data in the study reflected 

the opinions of 93 superintendents and 9I principals from 
122 schools. 

Based on the data presented in the preceding tables, 
the following results were indicated: 

1. Bie most common enrollment of day-school students 
in the vocational agriculture programs was from 3I to 50 stu- 
dents. A number of schools had enrollments of 51 to ?0 stu- 
dents. The adult class size was generally 10 students or 

less for Class A, B and C schools, and 10 or more for Class 
D schools. 

2. From 50 to 70 per cent of the administrators 
responding, indicated they had taken no college courses in 
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vocational education* In general, principals had taken fewer 
courses in vocational education than superintendents. 

3 * One hundred per cent of the administrators in 
Class A» 98 per cent in Class B, 99 per cent in Class c, and 
90 per cent in Class D schools indicated preparing youth 
(boys ) for useful employment in farming or related agricul- 
tural occupations was a major purpose of vocational agricul- 
ture* A high percentage of administrators also indicated 
that to provide youth with a general knowledge of agriculture 
was a major purpose of the program* Improving the profici- 
ency of adults already engaged in farming appeared to be a 
secondaury purpose of the program* 

4 . Eighty-six per cent of the superintendents in 
Class A schools indicated girls should be enrolled in voca- 
tional agriculture* but less than one-half of the superin- 
tendents in other size schools favored girls in the program* 

5 * less than 50 per cent of the administrators from 
Class A schools indicated adults or young farmers should be 
enrolled in vocational agriculture* ihe smaller schools 
indicated adult farmer education was a very important group 
to serve* Young farmer education also received high endorse- 
ment by smaller schools and considerably less support from 
the large schools* More than 50 per cent of the adminis- 
trators favored adult education programs for persons employed 
in agribusiness* 

6 * About 70 per cent of the administrators indicated 
a need for a citizen advisory committee to help plan the 
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local program of vocational agriculture, 

7. Ohe majority of administrators felt that one to 
25 per cent of vocational agriculture graduates should enter 
farming at one, five, and ten years following graduation. 
However, about 20 per cent indicated the number of students 
entering farming was unimportant. Administrators indicated 
a larger per cent of graduates should enter off-.iarm agri- 
cultural occupations as compared to per cent of graduates 
entering farming, 

8. Administrators ranked supervised experience pro- 
grams, production agriculture classes, and off-farm agricul- 
ture classes as needing most emphasis in the vocational agri- 
culture program, The Future Farmers of America (FFA) and 
adult classes were ranked lower. Contests were indicated as 
needing the least amount of emphasis. 

9. The majority of administrators in all sizes of 
schools indicated vocational agriculture does provide the 

necessary occupational preparation for youth who enter farm- 
ing, 

10. less than 45 per cent of the administrators 
indicated vocational agriculture provides the necessary 
occupational preparation for youth who enter off-farm agri- 
cultural occupations, 

11. Only one-fifth to one-fourth of the adminis- 
trators thought vocational agriculture provides the neces- 
sary occupational preparation for youth who enter non-agri- 
cultural occupations. Administrators in smaller schools tended 
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to indicate that vocational agriculture did provide occupa- 
tional preparation for non-agricultxiral occupations, 

12. A majority of administrators indicated teachers 
of vocational agriculture should follow systematic schedules 
of on-farm and on-the-job instruction with all of the day- 
school students enrolled in vocational agriculture. Ninety- 
three per cent of the administrators in Class A schools 
indicated scheduling was important and this was considerably 

higher than the percentages indicated by the smaller sized 
schools. 

13. A range of from 66 per cent of the administra- 
tors in Class B schools to 70 per cent in Class D schools 
indicated teachers of vocational agriculture should conduct 

programs of on-farm instruction for members of adult agri- 
culture classes, 

14, Fifty-three to 66 per cent of the school admin- 
istrators indicated the Future Farmers of America (FPA) was 
a supplement to the vocational agriculture program, in gen- 
eral, administrators indicated that the FFA was more of a 
supplement to the vocational agriculture program than an 
integral part. In general, about 30 to 50 per cent of the 
administrators felt that the FFA was a supplement to the 
general education of students in the school. 

15 • A large percentage of administrators felt that 
to develop rural leadership, to strengthen the confidence of 
students of vocational agriculture in themselves and their 
work, to develop character, to train for useful citizenship. 
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and to foster patriotism should be the primary functions of 
the Future Farmers of America (FFA). The use of the PFA as 
a means of recruiting enrollees for classes of vocational 
agriculture was not considered as a primary function of the 
FFA by administrators. 

16. A majority of administrators indicated that 
students in the FFA are not segregated from other students 

in the school because of the Ftiture Farmers of America (FFA) 
activities • 

17 • less than 30 per cent of the administrators 
felt that the Future Farmers of America (PFA) activities 
promoted vocational agriculture without regard to the total 
school program. 

18. Eighty-one to 90 per cent of the administrators 
indicated vocational agriculture students were well-respected 
citizens. About 20 to 25 per cent of the administrators in 
the smaller schools indicated vocational agriculture students 
had lower aspiration levels for education beyond high school 
than other students. About 40 per cent of the administrators 
in Class A schools felt vocational agriculture students had 
lower aspiration levels for education beyond high school. 

19 • Those personal qualities of vocational agricul- 
ture teachers which administrators indicated as needing 
improvement were cooperation with other faculty members, 
classroom teaching abilities, cooperation with the adminis- 
tration, and mechanical skills. Only a small percentage of 
administrators suggested rapport with students needed improve- 




ment. 
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20. Areas where administrators indicated teachers 
of vocational agriculture seemed to be most inadequately 
prepared are English or the use of communication skills in 
reading and writing, discipline of students, methods of 
teaching, supervision of experience programs, and housekeep- 
ing of classroom and agricultural mechanics shop. Bie area 
of human relations appeared to be more of a deficiency in 
Class A schools than in other sized schools. 

21. Only a small per cent of administrators indicated 
the teacher of vocational agriculture should not be allowed 

to teach courses other than vocational agriculture. Most 
administrators suggested teaching courses other than voca- 
tional agriculture would depend upon qualifications of the 
individual and the local school situation. 

22. Over ?0 per cent of the administrators indicated 
vocational agriculture instructors should be required to per- 
form extra-curricular duties in the seune manner as any other 
teacher. 

23. Though a number of administrators indicated 
they had no opinion, a majority felt that the relative work- 
load of the vocational agriculture teacher was the same as 
other teachers in the system, 

24. Both superintendents and principals ranked day- 
school class preparation as the most important factor for 
determining workload of the vocational agriculture teacher. 

High rankings were also given shop or mechanics preparation. 
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instructional visits, and course and facility management and 
updating. Fairs, shows, and contests were ranked low, 

25. From 45 to 53 per cent of the administrators 
indicated summer programs of vocational agriculture did not 
justify hiring teachers on a twelve month employment basis. 
Over 40 administrators indicated ten months of employment 
would be a sufficient length of time, 

26, Regarding the type of contract a vocational 
agriculture instructor should receive, 60 per cent of the 
administrators in Class A schools, 49 per cent in Class B 
schools, 52 per cent in Class C schools, and 60 per cent in 
Class D schools thought an extended contract at a regular 
monthly salary for eleven months was the best contractual 
arrangement. 

27. Eighty per cent of the administrators in Class 
D schools felt vocational agriculture in their school could 
be justified to the taxpayer while only 60 per cent in Class 
A schools felt it could be justified. More than 70 per cent 
of the administrators in Clsiss B and C schools felt the 
vocational agriculture program could be justified, 

28, Fifty per cent of the administrators in Class C 
schools, 54 per cent in Class B schools, 60 per cent in Class 
A schools, and ?0 per cent in Class D schools indicated their 
school districts would continue to support vocational agri- 
culture even if federal and/or state funds were no longer 
available , 
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29* Most administrators indicated an annual budget 
was the best procedure for teachers of vocational agriculture 
to follow in obtaining satisfactory financial arrangements 
for the operation of their department, 

30* Most administrators indicated that all expenses 
for mileage, meals, and lodging incurred while on official 
duty should be reimbursable to teachers of vocational agri- 
culture and that this policy should be the same for all 
teachers in the school system. 

31. In regard to method of financing cost of sup- 
plies for instruction in farm mechanics, over 70 per cent of 
the administrators indicated that the school should furnish 
the supplies for required projects, but students should buy 

^ any other supplies used for non-required projects, 

32. Superintendents indicated that the number of 
day-school students enrolled in vocational agriculture was 
the most importsint factor for determining when to employ 
additional vocational agriculture teachers. Number of courses 
offered was indicated by superintendents as the second most 
importauit factor to consider. Principals attached most 
importance to courses offered aind gave nearly the same 
degree of importance to number of day-school students. 

33. In regard to types of classes which should be 
offered day-school students enrolled in vocational agricul- 
ture, a high percentage of administrators indicated animal 
science, plant and soil science, agricultural mechanics 
(general), and agricultural marketing and management were 
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types of classes which should be included. The areas of 
machinery maintenance and adjustment, welding, small and 
large gas engines, electricity and electronics, concrete 
and masonry, ?i.id building construction also received strong 
support by administrators, a large percentage of adminis- 
trators also marked agricultural career exploration and 
general agriculture. A high percentage of administrators 
in Class D schools indicated off-farm agricultural occupa- 
tions should be considered an important class as compared 
to only 67 per cent in Class A. Ninety-three per cent of 
the administrators in Class A schools indicated horticulture 
should be offered. Most administrators indicated crafts and 
hobbies (leather and plastics ) should not be offered in 
vocational agriculture. Comments from administrators indi- 
cated all classes listed were good, but that not all needed 
to be labeled vocational agriculture, AcLninistrators also 
suggested that some of these be taught as separate courses 
or mini-courses during the summer, 

A majority of administrators indicated adult 
classes in vocational agriculture should be centered around 
farm management and farm business analysis. Fifty to 70 
per cent of the administrators indicated that crops, live- 
stock and mechanics were important aspects of the adult 
farmer classes. About 25 to 50 per cent of the administra- 
tors felt the adult program should be centered on young 
farmers, A rather high percentage of administrators did 
not respond to this item. 
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35* Twenty to 39 per cent of the administrators 
indicated extra employment by the full-time teacher of voca- 
tional agriculture should be allowed* however, many adminis- 
trators indicated a decision on extra employment would have 
to be based on each individual's situation. 

36 . Most administrators indicated being a teaching 
specialist was somewhat more important than being an agri- 
cultural specialist. The administrators indicated that it 
may be more important to possess teaching skills since they 
must be present if knowledge is to be transferred from the 
instructor to his students. 

37* Seventy-five to 80 per cent of the administra- 
tors favored a vocational agriculture program in the secon- 
dary school. Some administrators commented that they would 
like to see some improvements in the program. 

III. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

From an analysis of this study, certain conclusions 
and recommendations may be made for the state and local sup- 
ervisors of vocational agriculture porgrams, teacher-educa- 
tors in colleges and/or universities, teachers of vocational 
agriculture, local and state advisory councils, local boards 
of education, and school administrators. 

Ihe investigator recognizes the fact that there may 
be equally valid ways of interpreting the data from the 
present study. However, the conclusions and recommendations 
or suggestions were based on the investigator's analysis of 
the data, 
o 
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The following conclusions were drawn from the present 

study: 

1. Vocational agriculture instructors need to become 
more involved in the total school and work more closely with 
other faculty members, it is recommended that all teachers 
work together to produce the most complete career oriented 
educational program as possible for students. 

2. If a vocational agriculture instructor tries to 
isolate his program from the rest of the school, he is likely 
to lose that program. It is suggested that vocational agri- 
culture teachers work closely with students, school adminis- 
trators, other faculty members, citizen advisory groups, and 
community resources to keep their programs current and up-to- 
date . 

3« Since school administrators lack formal education 
in vocational education courses, it seems reasonable to sug- 
gest that before initiating programs of vocational agricul- 
ture, school administrators should receive considerable 
instruction in the nature of the program and the administra- 
tion of the program. Considerable funding may be necessary 
to assist administrators in becoming prepared to promote and 
organize programs, 

4, Since small schools lack the resources to develop 
programs or study the feasibility of new programs, it is sug- 
gested that the state department personnel assist and provide 
strong leadership for schools. 
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5. Summer programs of vocational agriculture are 
being observed closely by administrators* It is recommended 
that vocational agriculture instructors use the time available 
to them during the summer to provide student instruction 
through courses, mini-courses, instructional visits and 
educational tours, and develop instructional programs that 
aid in the occupational preparation of students. 

6* Administrators and vocational agriculture instruc- 
tors need to discuss the aspects of the vocational agriculture 
P^^S^am with one another* Some administrators may be negative 
to a certain aspect simply because they are not informed about 
what it involves* Likewise, vocational agriculture instruc- 
tors may not know what their administrators expect of them 
and consequently might proceed in the wrong mcmner. It is 
suggested that some responses given a low rating in large 
schools and a high rating in small schools may have been 
largely due to personal familiarity of the prograun by admin- 
istrators* Tlius continuous in-service education for admin- 
istrators as well as constant communication seems reasonable* 

7* From the evidence in the study, teaching methods 
and classroom and shop facility manegement were areas of some 
degree of weakness* It is recommended that teacher-educators 
provide in-service programs in teaching methods and curriculum 
development for vocational agriculture instructors. 

8* Since a sizeable number of administrators felt 
that federal and/or state funding was important in maintaining 
their programs, it is recommended that state and federal 
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officials work more closely with school administrators and 
show them how to implement changes which will improve their 
vocational agriculture programs and in turn may increase the 
amount of state and federal funds coming into their school. 

9, Ohe findings of this study indicate that adminis- 
trators favor the development of citizen advisory committees 
which could result in community involvement in program plan- 
ning, It seems apparent that citizen advisory groups should 
be organized and utilized for vocational agriculture programs. 

10, Administrators indicated that the major purpose 
of vocational agriculture should be to prepare youth for 
entry-level employment in farming and in agriculturally 
related occupations. It is suggested that teachers of voca- 
tional agriculture, in Nebraska, give equal consideration to 
developing both the production aspects as well as the off- 
farm agricultural occupations, 

11, Since school administrators indicated that adult 
and young farmer instruction should be centered around a 
record-keeping and farm analysis class, it is recommended 
that this program receive high priority by vocational agri- 
culture teachers, 

12, Bie vocational agriculture instructors should 
use the Future Farmers of America (PFA) to develop leadership 
of vocational agriculture students. It is apparent that 
teachers should continue to promote this aspect of the pro- 
gram. 
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13. Administrators felt the Future Farmers of America 
(PPA) activities did not promote vocational agriculture with- 
out regard for the total school program. It is suggested 
this aspect be continued. 

14. Administrators felt that fairs, shows, and con- 
tests are not the most crucial phases of a program. Qhus it 
is recommended that teachers give careful consideration to 
these events before planning to participate. 

15. !The findings in this study revealed that the 
hiring of additional teachers of vocational agriculture 
depends largely upon the enrollment in the program and the 
number of courses offered, it is suggested that enrollment 
is maintained at as high a level as possible. 

16. The type of courses suggested for a vocational 
agriculture program are animal science, plant and soil 
science, agricultural mechanics (general), agricultural 

and management, machinery maintena^ice and adjust- 
ment, welding, small and large gas engines, electricity and 
electronics, concrete and masonry* building construction, 
agricultural career exploration, and general agriculture. 

It is recommended that the courses be considered by adminis- 
trators , teachers , and supervisors . 

17. Administrators felt that vocational agriculture 
instructors should be willing to teach other classes. How- 
ever, they should be qualified before accepting an assign- 
ment. It is suggested that the vocational agriculture teacher 
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should consider team teaching and tieing the total educational 
program together# 

18. Enrollment of girls in vocational agriculture 
was supported by administrators in the Class A schools. It 
is recommended that girls be considered for membership in 
every vocational agriculture class. 

19* Administrators gave fairly strong support for 
young farmer classes. Duus. it seems reasonable to suggest 
that school officials, teachers and students develop prograuns 
for the young farmers of the community. 

20. Administrators were not primarily concerned 
that a high per cent of vocational agriculture students need 
to enter an agricultural occupation at some specified period 
of years following graduation. Consequently, it is recom- 
mended that administrators not judge the merits of a program 
solely on the basis of the number of students who enter an 
occupation. 

21* Administrators indicated that supervised occu- 
pational experiences such as on-farm or on-the-job prograims 
were of value. Therefore, it seems apparent that carefully 
planned experience programs are of real value and should be 
well planned to prdvide students with meauiingful experiences. 

22. Administrators revealed that students enrolled 
in vocational agriculture ar'j generally good citizens and 
few differences exist between them and the rest of the stu- 
dents. It is recommended that teachers continue to emphasize 
good citizenship. 
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23 • Administrators expressed concern about the voca- 
tional agriculture teachers* need to improve their housekeep- 
ing abilities* It is recommended that teachers organize 
their facilities in such a manner so as to keep them well 
ordered and efficient. 

24. Administrators in large schools indicated that 
horticulture should be a part of the program, it is sug- 
gested that schools consider developing horticulture programs* 

25. Superintendents and principals often do not 
agree in their opinions of certain aspects of vocational 
agriculture. It is suggested that attention be given the 
principal in each school. Ihe principal may be closer to 
the situation and his response could reflect more nearly 
correct opinions of the program, 

26. Since the school administrator is directly 
responsible for programs in the school i it is recommended 
that further research be conducted to determine the admin- 
istrator's point of view regarding programs of vocational 
agriculture. 
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April 16, 1971 



Dear 

^closed is a questionnaire which has been mailed to super- 
intendents and principals of all Nebraska high schools which 
offer vocational agriculture. 

Please complete the questionnaire and return it to me by 
April 29 » 1971* in the enclosed stamped and self-addressed 
envelope • 

Information received in the questionnaires will be used in 
my research project at the University of Nebraska as partial 
fulfilLnent of my Master of Science Degree in Agricultural 
Education. The results of the project should give valuable 
assistance in planning vocational agriculture programs for 
the 1970's. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 



Larry L. Viterna 
Vocational Agriculture 
Instructor 
Norris Dist. #160 
Firth, Nebraska 



Roland L. Peterson 

Assistant Professor 

Dept, of Agricultural Education 

Ikiiversity of Nebraska 

Lincoln, Nebraska 



Enclosure 
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Questionnaire for Determining Opinions of School 
Administrators Concerning Selected Aspects of 
The Program of Vocational Agriculture 

in Nebraska 



1. Your Position! Superintendent Principal 

2. Size of School in which you worki Class A Class B 

Class C Class D 

3. Nu'nber of Day School Students enrolled in Vocational 
Agriculture courses t 

a. Less than 30 

b. 31 - 50 

c. 51 - 70 

d. 71 - 90 

e. 91 or more 

4. Number of Adult Students: 

a. Less than 10 

b. 11 - 20 

c. 21 - 30 

d. 31 - 40 

___ e . 41 or more 

^ Please mark each response which most nearly reflects your 
opinion on each of the followings 

In your opinion the major purpose (s ) 
of vocational agriculture should be: 

a. to prepare high school students 
to become established in farming. 

b. to prepare youth for useful 
employment in farming or related 
agricultural occupations, 

c. to improve the proficiency of 
adults presently engaged in 
farming. 

d. to improve the proficiency of 
adults presently employed in 
agricultural businesses. 

e» to provide youth with a general 
knowledge of agriculture, 
f. other (please specify) 

Comments 



5 • Yes No ^ow^ 
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6 , Yes No 
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Don't 

Know In your opinion which groups should 

be enrolled in vocational agriculture? 



a. Regular day-school students (pro- 
duction agriculture courses and 
off-farm agricultural courses ) 

1 ) Boys 

2 ) Girls 

b. Young Farmers (out-of-school youth 
becoming established in farming. 
Ages 18-35) 

c. Adult Fsmners (those already est- 
ablished in farming) 

d. Adults in Agribusinesses 

e. Other (please specify) 

Comments 



Don ' t 

7. Yes No Know In your opinion is there a need for a 

citizen advisory committee to help 
plan the local program of vocational 

agriculture? 

Comments 

8. (Check one blank for each of the years ) 



In your opinion what per cent of the graduates of voca- 
tional agriculture programs should enter farming within : 



a. 


1-25 


per cent 


1 Year After 
High School 
a 


5 Years 
After H.S. 
a 


10 Years 
After H.S. 
a 


b. 


26-50 


per cent 


b 


y 


^b 


c. 


51-75 


per cent 


c 


c 


c 


d. 


76-100 


per cent 


^d 


^d 


d 


e. 


Per cent enter- 


e 


e 


e 




ing farming is 
unimportauit 









9« In your opinion what per cent of the graduates of voca- 
tional agriculture prograuns should enter off-farm agri- 
cultural occupations within i 



1 Year After 5 Years 10 Years 





High 


School 


After H.S. 


After H 


a. 


1-25 per cent 


a 


a 


a 


b. 


25-50 per cent 


_b 


^b 




c. 


51-75 per cent 


c 


c 


c 


d. 


76-100 per cent 


_d 


^d 


^d 


e. 


Per cent enter- 


_je 


^e 






ing off-farm 
agricultural 
occupations is 
unimportant 










o 




14 ? 




10. the phases of vocational agriculture, in your opin- 

ion, which need more emphasis. Use a 1-2-3-4- 5-6-7-8-9 
basis with 1 meaning most emphasis needed and 9 meaning 
least emphasis needed i 



Production Agriculture classes (Day-school students ) 

Off-Fara Agriculture classes (Day-school students ) 

Mechanics skills classes (Day-school students) 
d . Supervised experience programs 

e. Contests 

^f* Young Farmer classes 

g* Adult Farmer classes 

h > Adult Agribusiness classes 
i« Future Farmers of America (FFA) 



Don't 

11. Yes No Know 



12 . 



13. 



14. 



15. 









Yes 


No 


Don't 

iOiow 


— 


— 


— 


Yes 


No 


Don't 

Know 


— 


— 


— — 


Yes 


No 


Don't 

Know 


— 


— 


— 


Yes 


No 


Don't 

Kiow 









In your opinion does vocational agri- 
culture offer the necessary basic 
occupational preparation for youth 
who go into farming? 

Comments 



In your opinion does vocational agri- 
culture offer the necessary basic 
occupational preparation for youth 
who go into off-farm agricultural 
occupations? 

Comments 



In your opinion does vocational agri- 
culture offer the necessary basic 
occupational preparation for youth 
who enter non-agriculture jobs? 
Comments 



In yoi^ opinion should teachers of 
vocational agriculture follow system- 
atic schedules of on-farm and on-the- 
job instruction with all of the day- 
school students? 

Comments 



In yo^ opinion should teachers of 
vocational agriculture conduct pro- 
grams of on-farm instruction for mem- 
bers of adult fiigriculture classes? 
Comments 
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Don’t 

16. Yes No Know 



Don’t 

17 . Yes No Know 



Don’t 

18 • Yes No Know 



Don’t 

19* Yes No Know 



What is the place of Future Fanners 
of America (FFA) in relation to pro- 
grams of vocational agriculture? 

a. It is an integral part of voca- 
tional agriculture. 

b. It is a supplement to vocational 
agriculture. 

c. It is a supplement to general 
education. 

Comments 



* 

What should be the primary functions 

of the Future Farmers of America 

(FFA)? 

a. To develop rural leadership. 

b. To promote public relations for 
vocational agriculture. 

c. To recruit enrollees for classes 
of vocational agriculture. 

d. To provide recreational and 
social activities for its members. 

e. To strengthen the confidence of 
students of vocational agricul- 
ture in themselves and their work. 

f. To develop character, train for 
useful citizenship, and foster 
patriotism. 

Comments 



In your opinion do activities of the 
Future Farmers of America (FFA) 
create unnecessary segregation between 
students of vocational agriculture and 
other high school students? 

Comments 



In your opinion do the Future Farmers 
of America (FFA) activities tend to 
promote vocational agriculture with- 
out regard to the total school program? 
Comments 




iss 
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Don't 

20, Yes No Know 



Don't 

21, Yes No Know 



Don't 

22, Yes No IQiow 



In your opinion are the following 
characteristics true of vocational 
agriculture students? 

a. Students electing vocational 
agriculture are scholastically 
incompetent, 

b. Vocational agriculture students 
have lower aspiration levels for 
education beyond high school, 

c. Vocational agriculture students 
are well-respected citizens in 
our school. 

Comments 



On the average, which personal qual- 
ities of teachers of vocational agri- 
culture (that you have known ) need to 
be improved? 

a* Cooperation with administration, 

b. Cooperation with other faculty 
members , 

c. Rapport with students, 

d. Cooperation with people in the 
community, 

e. Cooperation with other agricul- 
tural agencies, 

f. Grooming while at school, 

g* Classroom teaching abilities, 
h. Mechanical skill abilities. 
Comments 



On the average, which subjects or 
areas in the qualifications of teach- 
ers of vocational agriculture (that 
you have known) seem to be inadequate? 

a. English — communication, both oral 
and written, 

b. Basic sciences, 

c. Technical agriculture, 

d. Farm mechanics 

e. Discipline of students, 

f. Methods of teaching, 

g. Housekeeping of classroom and 
agricultural mechanics shop, 

h. Supervision of experience pro- 
grams of students, 

i. Conduction of adult classes, 
j* Human relations, 

k* Other (please specify )t 
Comments 
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Don't 



23. 


Yes 


No 


lOiow 




— 




Don ’1 


2k, 


Yes 


No 


Know 








Don’ t 


• 

CNJ 


Yes 


No 


Know 




— 




- 



Don’t 

26 . Yes No Know 



In your opinion the vocational agri- 
culture instructor should be used to 
teach courses other theui agriculture t 

a. Never. 

b. Only temporarily or in emergency. 

c. As a regular part of his assignment. 

Comments 

In your opinion do summer programs of 
vocational agriculture justify hiring 
teachers on a twelve months employ- 
ment basis? If no, why not? 

Comments ^ 



In your opinion the vocational agri- 
culture instructor should be required 
to perform extra curricular duties j 

a. The same as other teachers. 

b. Less than other teachers because 
of on-the-job and home visita- 
tions. 

c. Which pertain to vocational agri- 
culture only. 

Comments 



In your opinion what is the relative 
workload of teachers of vocational 
agriculture? 

a. Same as other teachers in the 
system. 

b. Greater than other teachers in 
the system. 

c. Less than other teachers in the 
system. 

Comments 



27. Rank the factors which, in your opinion, should be con- 
sidered most important in calculating workload for a 
vocational agriculture teacher. Use a l-?-3-^-5-6-7- 
8-9 basis with 1 meaning most emphasis needed and 9 
meaning least emphasis needed 1 




Day school class preparation 
Shop or mechanics preparation 
Adult class preparation 
Community services 
FFA advising 

On- job and/or farm instructional visits 

Summer instructional programs 

Fairs, shows and contests 

Course and facility management and updating 
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28, Yes No Know 



Don't 

29. Yes No Know 



Don' t 

30, Yes No Know 



Don't 

31. Yes No I&iow 



Don't 

32, Yes No Know 



In your opinion can the expense of 
providing teachers and facilities for 
vocational agriculture in your school 
be justified to the taxpayer? 

Comments 



In your opinion would your school 
district continue to support voca- 
tional agriculture if federal and/or 
state funds were no longer available? 
Comments 



In your opinion what type contract 
should teachers of vocational agri- 
culture have? 

a. Extended contract at a regular 
monthly salary for 11 months, 

b. Extended contract with salary on 
a per hour basis for two summer 
months , 

c. Other (please specify): 

Comments 



What items of expense should be reim- 
bursable to teachers of vocational 
agriculture incurred while on offic- 
ial duty? 

a. All mileage within the school 
service area (or use of a school 
vehicle ), 

b. All mileage outside the school 
service area (or use of a school 
vehicle ), 

c. Mileage, meals and lodging for 
attending professional meetings, 

d. Mileage, meals and lodging for 
attending inservice meetings. 

Comments 



What procedure should teachers of 
vocational agriculture follow in 
obtaining satisfactory financial 
arrangements for the operation of 
their departments? 

a. Submit an annual budget, 

b. Submit requests as needs arise, 

c. Combination of a budget and 
special requests, 

d. Other (please specify): 

Comments 
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Don’ t 

33 • Yes No Know How should the cost of supplies for 

instruction in agricultural mechanics 
be financed? 

a. School furnishes all supplies for 

students. 

b. School furnishes supplies for 

required projects; student buys 
other. 

c. Student pays fcr all supplies 

used in classroom and shop 
activities. 

Comments 

3^. In your opinion, rank the following on a 1-2- 3-4 basis 
as to what is most important in determining when an 
additional teacher (s) of vocational agriculture should 
be employed! 

Number of day-school students enrolled in voca- 
tional agriculture. Suggested number . 

^b. Number of day students (suggested mamber ) and 

out-of-school (adult ) students enrolled in voca- 
tional agriculture. Suggested number . 

c . Number of courses offered. Suggested niimber . 

^d. Other (please specify)! 

Comments 



Don’t 

35* Yes No Know 



What type of classes should be offered 

for day-school students? 

a. Animal Science. 

b. Plant and Soil Science. 

c. Agricultural Mechanics (general). 

d. Agricultural Marketing and Manage- 
ment. 

e. Horticulture. 

f. Off-Farm Agricultural Occupations 
courses (one period per day in 
the classroom and one period per 
day on-the-job in an agricultural 
business). 

g. Welding. 

h. Large and Small Gas Engines. 

i. Concrete and Masonry. 

j. Building Construction. 

k. Electricity and Electronics. 

l. Machinery Maintenance and Adjust- 
ment. 

m. PliMbing and Sheet Metal. 

n. Crafts and Hobbies (Leather and 
Plastics ). 




163 



153 



35 • continued 

Don’t 

Yes No IQiow 



36. 



37. 



38. 



39. 





— 






— - ■ 


Don't 


Yes 


No 


Know 




— 


— 


— 


— ■ 


■ ■M. 


■■ 


— 


— 


■ 


— 


— 






Don’t 


Yes 


No 


Know 













Don't 


Yes 


No 


Know 






Don't 


Yes 


Nb 


Know 



4o. 



How many college 
education? 



b. 



0 . Agricultural Career Exploration. 

p. General Agriculture, 

q. College Preparation (Technical 
Agricultural Science), 

Comments 



Around what subject matter should 
adult classes in vocational agricul- 
ture be centered? 

a. Farm Management and Farm Business 
Analysis . 

b. Crops and Livestock, 

c. Farm Mechanics, 

d. Young Farmers. 

e. Off-Farm Agricultural Occupations, 
Comments 



Should the full-time teacher of voca- 
tional agriculture, employed on a 
yearly basis, be allowed to carry on 
a private farming enterprise or other 
extra employment during the summer 
months? 

Comments 



In your opinion a vocational agricul- 
ture instructor should be more of a 
teaching specialist than an agricul- 
tural specialist. 

Comments 



Do you favor a vocational agriculture 
program in the secondary school? 
Comments 

courses have you had in vocational 

None c. 3-4 

1 ” 2 ^d. 5 or more 



41. 



^ you have any additional comments regarding the voca- 
tional agriculture program in the secondary schools? 
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Ivlay 14, 1971 



To; Selected High School Administrators 

From ; Larry L. Viterna 

Vocational Agriculture Instructor 
Norris Dist. #16 0 
Firth, Nebraska 68358 

Subject: Questionnaire for Master's Thesis 



In April, you received a questionnaire entitled 
"Opinions of High School Administrators Concerning Selected 
Aspects of the Program of Vocational Agriculture in Nebraska. " 

To date, I have a return of 70 % on the questionnaires. 
Thank you to those who took their time and filled them out. 

If you have not returned yours, I would appreciate it 
if you will still do so. The higher the percentage of return, 
the more meaningful and valuable will be the results. 
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June 7 . 1971 



Dear Sin 

Questionnaires have been returned by all but eight of 
the schools which had vocational agriculture last year. 
Would you please take time to complete the enclosed ques- 
tionnaire and return it in the self-addressed envelope as 
soon as possible? 



# 

If all schools are represented by the final tabulation, 
my results will be of much greater value in program planning 
for vocational agriculture, both at the University of Nebraska 
and in the State Department of Vocational Education, This in 
turn could result in improved vocational agriculture programs 
within the high schools. 

Thank you for your help. 



Sincerely, 



Larry L. Vitema 
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